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Intpieeret tan^uam in tpeeulum, in vitas omnium 
JtLbeo, atqve ex aliis sumere exemplum abi* 

TeR. ADELFIIt 

My advice to bim ii, to consult the lives of other men, as 
he would a lookiug-glass, and from thence take examples for 
bis own imitation. 
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PREFACE. 

IT is above eighty years since the birth of an heir- 
apparent to the throne, was last celebrated in 
these realms, and during this interval vast improve- 
ments have been made in infant literature. Perhaps 
a little book expressly designed for the first reading 
of a Royal child, has not hitherto existed, and this 
work is a very humble attempt to supply such a de- 
ficiency. 

Before his Royal Highness can read fluently, he will 
probably have been made acquainted, by means of con- 
versation, with most of the great men, of whose youth 
I have given anecdotes ; but this is not necessary to 
the usefulness of the work : if he has already learned to 
admire these great princes, the incidents of their child- 
hood will be interesting to him : if not, whenever the 
page of history is opened to him, there will be al- 
ready facts in his mind, with which to associate the 
knowledge he is about to acquire. 

My principal object in the Moral Reflections, which 
were necessary in order to introduce and connect the 
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VI PREFACE. 

anecdotes, was to make them so short, that it might 
not be worth while to skip them, a habit that lively 
children always acquire, if they are kept too long from 
facts — the great object of interest to the infant mind. 

I hope I shall be approved, in not having changed 
the quaint style and antiquated spelling of the old 
authors whom I have quoted. I have also considered 
it better not to give a translation of two or three Latin 
and French letters that I have inserted : it is of little 
consequence, if they are not understood upon the first 
reading of the book ; but we all know with what plea- 
sure we have recurred to passages formerly unintelli- 
gible, but which, increased knowledge has enabled 
us to understand. 

All my hopes and wishes will be fulfilled, if it 
should be found that the cause of religion and virtue 
has been upheld in these pages, and no sentiments in- 
culcated, but such as are worthy of a great Prince, 
destined to reign over a great nation. 

ELIZA SLATER. 

St. John's Wood, 
May, 1843. 
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LITTLE FRINGES. 



INTRODUCTION. 



Majpr in exiguo regnabat corpore virtus**' Statius. 



MEN, imalL age% have taken interest in the early 
years of their Princes, and many clever writers, 
both in ancient and modern times, have recorded the 
virtues, and the amiable dispositions, that princes in 
their childhood have evinced. 

All children are fond of having set before them the 
example of other children, who have practised the 
qualities which their instructors wish diem to acquire ; 
and as the PIiincb of Wales will! doubtless, in his 
turn, desire to hear of good little princes^ I am going 
to extract, from various histories that I have read, some 
anecdotes of illustrious children, which I think may 
be productive of amusement and instruction to him. 

B 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 

These little stories will all be true^ and some of 
them so short that His Royal Highness will under- 
stand them, as soon as he can read fluently. The 
greater part of them are anecdotes of young princes, 
but I have added a few, of other illustrious children, 
and some striking ones, of great and virtuous kings. 

Princes, in their early years, have great advantages : 
they are placed under the care of persons of known 
integrity, cultivation, and experience ; and they are 
removed from the example of all low and grovelling 
vices : hence it is, perhaps, that history furnishes us 
with so many beautiful instances of young princes, 
distinguished by excellent qualities and great acquire- 
ments. 
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RELIGION. 



" A Christian is the highest style of Man." young. 



PRINCES being less amenable than other men to 
human laws, should be early impressed with their 
entire dependence upon the Divine Will. To none, 
in so eminent a sense as to Princes, does that sentiment 
of an inspired writer belong, " Not that we are suf- 
ficient of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God." 
That illustrious monarch, Gustavus Adolphus of Swe- 
den, was so deeply sensible of this truth, that when he 
was surprised by one of his officers in secret prayer in 
his tent, he said to him, " Persons of my rank are 
answerable to God alone for their actions ; this gives 
the enemy of mankind a peculiar advantage over us ; 
an advantage which can only be resisted by prayer, 
and reading the Scriptures." 
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4 RELIGION. 



A PRINCE'S REVERENCE FOR THE BIBLE. 

EDWARD the Sixth hegan to reign young like 
JosiaSy the virtuous king of Judah, and the 
English were fond of calling him their Josiah. Like 
him^ he had a strong sense of religious duty and re- 
verence, and he gave an instance of it at the early 
age of six years. He was playing one day with some 
children of his own age, and wishing to get something 
that was beyond his reach, one of his little companions 
placed on the ground a Bible, for him to stand upon. 
He beheld the profanation with much displeasure, and 
removed the book himself. 



A LITTLE DAUGHTER OF CHARLES THE FIRST. 

A LITTLE daughter of Charles the First died at 
the age of four years. While on her death-bed, 
one of her attendants desired her to pray. She said 
she could not say her long prayer, meaning the Lord's 
prayer, but that she would try to say her short one : 
^' Lighten my darkness, O Lord God I and let me 
not sleep the sleep of death." She had no sooner said 
it, than she laid her little head on the pillow, and 
expired. 
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HELICrOK. o 

THE PRINCESS AMELIA. 

THE Princess Amelia, youngest daughter of George 
the Third, when about three years old, heard that 
Mrs. Delany, a venerable old lady, of whom she was 
very fond, was ill. When sajdng her prayers at night, 
to her nurse, she added, of her owa accord, " Pray 
Ood make Lany well again." 



THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTE OF WALES. 

THE following interesting anecdote of the Princess 
Charlotte of Wales, at the early age of five years, 
is extracted from the journal of the venerable B. Porteus, 
Bishop of London. " Yesterday the sixth of August, 
1 801, Ipassed a very pleasant day at Shrewsbury House, 
near Shooter's Hill, the residence of the Princess Char- 
lotte of Wales ; the day was fine, the prospect extensive 
and beautiful, taking in a large reach of the Thames, 
which was covered with vessels of various sizes and 
descriptions : we saw a good deal of the young prin- 
cess; she is a most captivating and engaging child; 
and considering the high station she may hereafter fill, 
a most interesting and important one. She repeated 
to me several of her hymns, with great correctness and 
propriety ; and, on being told, that when she went to 
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RELIGION. 

South End in Essex, she would then be in my diocese, 
she fell down on her knees, and begged my blessing, 

1 gave it to her with all my heart, and with my earnest 
secret prayers to God, that she might adorn her illus- 
trious station with every christian grace, and that if 
ever she became the Queen of this truly great and glo- 
rious country, she might be the means of diflftising vir- 
tue, piety, and happiness, through every part of her 
dominions." 



«^/ww>^^^^»>^^^^/%^^»v\^^/w^» 



CHILDHOOD OF GEORGE THE THIRD. 

PRINCE George, afterwards George the Third, 
when scarcely six years old, displayed such abil- 
ities, that he was taken from the nursery, and placed 
solely under the care of his first tutor. Dr. Francis 
Ayscough, afterwards Bishop of Bristol. The Doctor 
appears, by his modesty and candour, to have been 
well qualified for his duty, as is exemplified in a letter 
to the learned and pious Dr. Doddridge, where he 
says, ^^ I thank God, I have one great encouragement 
to quicken me in my duty, which is the good dispo- 
sition of the children entrusted to me ; as an instance^ 
I must teU you, that Prince George, to his honour 
and my shame, had learned several pages in your 
book of verses, without any directions from me." 
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RELIGION. 7 

Perhaps these lines, which he committed to memory 
when a child, laid the foundation of that uniform zeal, 
which this good king discovered for the universal dis- 
tribution of the Holy Scriptures, and the education of 
all persons in the principles of Christianity. Never 
was a more generous, a more scriptural, or a more 
Protestant principle expressed, than that uttered by 
George the Third, that he wished every subject in his 
realms might be able to read the Bible> and might 
have a Bible to read. 



HENRY PRINCE OF WaLES, 

SON OP JAMES THE FIRST. 

HENRY, Prince of Wales, Son of Jamed the First, 
had such an aversion to the profanation of the name 
of God, that he was never heard to take it in vain> and 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, in his funeral sermon 
upon him, mentioned, in testimony of his strictness in 
this point, that memorable answer of the Prince, when 
he was asked by one why he did not swear in play as well 
as others, that he knew of no game worthy of an oath. 
The same kind of answer he gave on another occasion : 
His Highness being once hunting the stag, it happened, 
that the stag being spent, crossed the road, where a 
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8 RELIGION. 

butcher and his dog were travelling. The dog having 
killed the stag, which was so large that the butcher 
could not carry it away, the huntsmen and company 
when they came up^ expressed great resentment, and 
endeavoured to incense- the Prince against the butcher. 
But the Prince answered coolly ; ^' What if the but- 
cher's dog killed the stag; how could the butcher help 
it ?" They replied, that if his father had been so served^ 
he would have sworn so, as no man could have 
endured it. " Away," rejoined the^ Prince, *' all^ the 
pleasure in the world is not worth an oath." 



SON OF EVELYN OF WOTTON. 

EVELYN, of Wotton, in his Diary, gives an inte- 
resting and pathetic account of a very promising 
son, whom he lost at the early age of five years, and as 
the most beautiful feature in this sweet child's history 
is his piety, I shall give it here. 

"January 27th, 1668, died my deare son Richard, to 
our inexpressible griefe and affliction, five years and 
three days old onely, but at that tender age a prodigy 
for wit and understanding ; for beauty of body a very 
angel ; for endowment of mind of incredible and rare 
hopes. To give onely a little taste of some of them, 
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RELIGION. 9 

and thereby glory to God, who out of the mouths of 
babes and infants does sometimes perfect his praises : 
at two yeares and half old, he could perfectly read any 
of the English, Latine, French, or Gothic letters, pro- 
nouncing the three first languages exactly. He had 
before the fifth yeare, or in that yeare, not onely skill 
to reade most written hands, but to decline all the 
nouns, conjugate the verbs regular, and most of the ir- 
regular : learned out Puerilis, got by heart almost the 
entire vocabularie of Latine and French primitives and 
words, could make congruous syntax, tume English 
into Latine, and vice versdj construe and prove what 
he read, and did the government and use of relatives, 
verbs, substantives, elipses, and many figures and 
tropes, and made a considerable progress in Comenius's 
Janua ; began himself to write legibly, and had a strong 
passion for Greeke. The number of verses he could 
recite was prodigious, and what he remembered of the 
parts of playes, which he would also act : and when 
seeing a Plautus in a person's hand, he asked what 
booke it was, and being told it was comedy, and too 
difficult for him, he wept for sorrowe. Strange was his 
apt and ingenious application of fables and morals, for 
he had read iEsop ; he had a wonderful disposition to 
mathematics, having by heart divers propositions of 
Euclid that were read to him in play, and he would 

c 
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10 RELIGION. 

make lines and demonstrate them. As to his piety, 
astonishing were his applications of Scripture upon 
occasion, and his sense of God ; he had learned all 
his Catechisme early, and understood the historical 
part of the Bible and New Testament to a wonder, 
how Christ came to redeeme mankind, and how, com- 
prehending these necessarys himselfe, his godfathers 
were discharged of their promise. These and the like 
illuminations far exceeding his age and experience, 
considering the prettinesse of his addresse and beha- 
viour, cannot but leave impressions in me at the 
memory of him. When one told him how many dayes 
a Quaker had fasted, he replied that was no wonder, 
for Christ had said man should not live by bread 
alone, but by the Word of God. He would of himself 
select the most pathetic psalms, and chapters out of 
Job, to reade to his maide during his sicknesse, telling 
her when she pitied him, that all God's children must 
suffer affliction. He declaimed against the vanities of 
the world, before he had seen any. How thankfully 
would he receive admonition, how soon be reconciled! 
He would give grave advice to his brother John, beare 
with his impertinencies, and say, he was but a child. 
If he heard of or saw any thing new, he was unquiet 
till he was told how it was made ; he brought to us all 
such difficulties as he found in books, to be expounded. 
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RELIGION. 11 

He had leam*d by heart divers sentences in Latin and 
Greeke, which on occasion he would produce even to 
wonder. He was all life, all prettinesse, far from 
morose, sullen, or childish in any thing he said or did. 
The last time he had been at church, which was at 
Greenwich, I asked him, according to custome, what he 
remembered of the sermon ; Two good things, father, 
said he, bonum graticB and bonum glorice^ with a just 
account of what the preacher said. The day before he 
died he call'd to me, and in a more serious manner 
than usual, told me that for all I loved him so dearly, 
I should give my house, land, and all my fine things, 
to his brother Jack, he should have none of them; and 
next morning, when he found himself ill, and that I 
persuaded him to keepe his hands in bed, he demanded 
whether he might pray to God, with his hands unjoyn'd ; 
and a little after, whilst in greate agonie, whether he 
should not offend God by using his holy name so often, 
calling for ease. What shall I say of his frequent pathe- 
tical ejaculations uttered of himselfe ; " Sweete Jesus, 
save me, deliver me, pardon my sinnes, let thine angels 
receive me ! *' So early knowledge, so much piety and 
perfection I But thus God having dress'd up a saint 
fit for himselfe, would not longer permit him with us, 
unworthy of the future fruites of this incomparable 
hopefrill blossome. Such a child I never saw! for 
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12 RELIGION. 

such a child I hlesse God in whose hosome he is. 
May I and mine become as this little child, who now 
follows the child Jesus, that Lamb of God, in a white 
robe whithersoever he goes. Even so, Lord Jesus, 
fiat voluntas tua I Thou gavest him to us. Thou hast 
taken him from us, blessed be the name of the Lord ! 
That I had any thing acceptable to Thee was from 
thy grace alone, since from me he had nothing but sin, 
but that Thou hast pardoned ! blessed be my God for 
ever, amen.'* 
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FILIAL LOVE. 



Good my Lord, 
Yea have begot me, bred me, loved me ; I 
Return those duties back, as is right fit. 
Obey you, love you, and most honour you. 

Shakspeare. 

NEXT to his religious duties, are those which a 
young prince owes to his earthly parents : they 
claim, indeed, a double duty from him — that of a child, 
and of a subject ; and we have examples, among the 
highest and the bravest, of persons who have been 
eminent, from their earliest years, for respect and af-^ 
fection towards those to whom they owed their being. 
The first and greatest example that is recorded, for 
the humble imitation of us all, from the prince to the 
peasant, is that of our Blessed Saviour. The Evan- 
gelists have informed us but of two particulars of the 
early years of the Saviour : the one, that at twelve 
years old, he disputed with the Doctors in the Temple ; 
the other, that he dwelt with his parents, " and was 
subject unto them.'* 
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SINGULAR REWARD OF FILIAL LOVE. 

CYRUS, king of Persia, having conquered Croesus, 
king of Lydia, in battle^ the latter fled into Sardis : 
but Cyrus following, took the city by storm ; and a 
soldier running after CroBsus with a sword, young 
Crcesus, his son, who had been bom dumb, and had 
so continued to that hour, from the mere impulse of 
natural affection, seeing his father in such imminent 
danger, suddenly cried out, "O man, kill not Croe- 
sus !" and continued to enjoy the faculty of speech the 
rest of his life. 



ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 

OLYM PIAS, the mother of Alexander, was of so 
unhappy a disposition, that he would never 
suffer her to have any concern in the government 
of Macedon. She complained of this as a hardship, 
and he bore her ill-humour with great mildness and 
patience, and was continually sending her very mag- 
nificent presents. Antipater, his viceroy in Macedon, 
once wrote him a long letter, full of heavy complaints 
against her: when he had read it, he observed, 
" Antipater knows not, that a single tear of a mother 
can blot out a thousand such complaints." 
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SCIPIO AFRICANUS. 



THE Romans considered the Oaken Crown as the 
most desirable of all rewards. It was necessary 
that the candidate for it should have killed an enemy, 
have restored a lost battle, and have saved the life of 
a Roman citizen. All these acts Scipio Afiricanus 
performed at the battle of Trebia, but he refused the 
civic crown, because it was the life of his father that 
he had saved, and he said, that the consciousness of 
having discharged a sacred duty appeared to him to 
be a su£Bicient reward. 



^%^S^^S^S^^^^^^i^^^^^^^k^S^>^^%^^^>^>^S^m 



A ROMAN SON. 

WHEN Cicero and his brother Quintus were 
proscribed by the Second Triumvirate, they 
resolved to retire to a country house belonging to 
Cicero, on the sea-coast^ whence they might take 
ship to repair to Brutus in Macedonia. Stopping in 
their separate litters on the road, however, to condole 
together on their misfortunes, they found they had too 
slender a provision for such an undertaking, and it 
was settled that Quintus should return home and get 
some supplies, while Cicero should go on to secure a 
vessel for their passage. 
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The return of Quintus, however, was quickly known, 
and his house filled with soldiers, anxious to obtain 
the reward offered for his head. He effectually eluded 
their search, but they seized his young son, and after 
questioning him in vain, they put him to the torture, 
to make him discover the place of his father's conceal- 
ment. The young Roman was proof against the most 
dreadful torments, but Quintus, who was within hearing 
of his groans, was unable to bear his suflferings, and 
presenting himself before the assassins, he and the 
noble child were beheaded together. 



A LATIN LETTER FROM 

HENRY PRINCE OF WALES, TO HIS FATHER 

JAMBS THE FIRST, WRITTEN ON THE DAY WHEN HE 
COMPLETED HIS EIGHTH YEAR. 

Feb. 19th 1601-2. 

Rex SERENIS8IME XT AMANTlSSIMS PaTER, 

ANTE biennium septima scilicet meo natali ad mar 
jestatem tuam coepi primum scribere, ut primos 
conatus meos, & quasi rudimenta scriptionis studiorum- 
que meoruniy turn temporis ostenderem. Nunc idem 
nono meo natali facio, cum ut majestas tua, quem in 
utrisque ab eo tempore progressum fuerim, intelligat. 
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turn non obscurum officii mei testimonium habeat. Pa- 
rum est enim bene incepisse^ nisi primis extrema res- 
pondeant : Quod quidem de me futurum, modo Deus 
opt. max. mihi, ut coepit, pergat esse propitius, confido ; 
& majestatem tuam isthue ipsum de me existimare 
vehementer cupio. Nam post discessum tuum Te- 
rentii Hecyram, Fabularum Phaedri Librum tertium, 
et duos Libros selectarum Epistolarum Ciceronis edi- 
dici, ut jam in commendatario Epistolarum genere 
prsBstare aliquid per me possim. Sed qualecunque id 
sit, Majestas tua, cum advenerit, judicabit, cui salutem 
ego perpetuam ex animo precari non desino. 
Majestatis susb observantissimus, &c. 



LETTER OF 

HENRY PRINCE OF WALES, TO HIS FATHER 

james the first. 

Please your Majesty, 

I AM glad to hear of your Majesty's recovery, before 
I understood of your distemper by the heat of the 
weather. I have sent this bearer of purpose to return 
word of your Majesty's good health, which I beseech 
God long to continue, as also to remember my most 
humble duty. He is likewise to acquaint your Ma- 
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jesty, that Mons. le Grand hath sent me a horse by a 
French gentleman, wherewith I hope yomr Majesty 
will be well pleased. The next week I mean to use 
the benefit of your Majesty's gracious favour of hunting 
in Waltham forest, the place appointed as fittest for 
the sport being Wansted. In the mean while and 
after, I will employ my time at my book the best I can 
to your Majesty's satisfaction ; whereof hoping your 
Majesty wiU rest assured, I kiss most humbly your 
hands, as, 

Your Majesty's dutiful and obedient son, 

Henry. 



A LETTER WRITTEN BY THE GREAT CONDlfe, 
IN HIS YOUTH, TO HIS FATHER. 

DoMiNE MI Pater, 

DECIMO quinto kalendas Novemb, Morono redii ; 
dissimulare non possum sensus animi mei; cui 
enim candidius loquerer, quam Parenti optimo ! Non 
sine dolore locum amoenissimum reliqui, cujus ne vel 
levissimum quidem fastidium fecerat trium prop^ men- 
slum commoratio ; invitabat quoque ad longiorem mo- 
ram serenitas temporis, et adolescentis autumni jucunda 
temperies; atparare oportebat imperiis tuis, quibus toto 
vitae decursu, cariiis mihi atque antiquiiis erit nihil 
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Caeterum, satis valeo si vales, sum enim de tuS, vale- 
tudine sollicitus, cum k multis diebus nihil certi inau- 
dierim : Deum precor ut te mihi servet incolumen. 
Vale, Domine mi Pater, Celsitudinis tuae, 

Servus humillimus et filius observantissimus, 

LUDOVICUS BORBONIUS. 
Biturgibus, 1 Nov. 1635. 

Another. 
Domine mi Pater, 

QUJEREB ANT k te priores litterae, an latind lingua 
in posterum adseriberem, an gallica ; consuetum 
morem retineo, dum quid ea de re constituas, expecto. 
Aliud etiam est quod petam, an pomeridianum tempus 
studiis liberum esse velis. Miraberis id a me quaeri, 
neque me silentio uti tuo tanquam vacandi facultate ; 
verum non ita mihi studendi labor insuetus est, aut 
injucundus, quin admodum placeat, si jubeas ei me 
incumbere, neque ita jupundus, quin eum libenter di- 
mittam si dimitti velis : itaque quidquid, ea super re, 
statues, sequar, non invitus. Vale, Domine mi Pater, 
Celsitudinis tuae, servus humillimus et Filius, semper 
observantissimus, 

LUDOVICUS BORBONIUS. 
Biturgibus, 8 Januarii, 1636. 
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YOUNG GEORGE STAUNTON. 

YOUNG George Staunton, son of Sir George 
Staunton, when twelve years old, accompanied the 
embassy to China, as page, and was much noticed by 
the Emperor of China, for his knowledge of the Chi- 
nese language. During the voyage back to England, 
a large vessel hove in sight, and Sir George, imagin- 
ing it might be a French man of war that would en- 
gage them, desired his son in Latin, the language in 
which they always conversed, to go below : "Mi Pater," 
replied the affectionate and spirited boy, '*nunquam 
te deseram." 

THE DAUPHIN, SON OF LOUIS 
THE SIXTEENTH. 

EVEN while Marie Antoinette was yet surrounded 
by all the luxury and magnificence of a court, 
she paid unremitting attention to the education and 
well-being of her children. It was her habit, after 
superintending the lessons of the Dauphin, to amuse 
him, by singing to him little simple airs, which she 
composed on purpose for him, and which she accom- 
panied on the harpsichord or harp : he loved music 
exceedingly, and had a very delicate ear. One even* 
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ing at St. Cloud, this tender mother was singing that 
touching romance of Berquin, 

Dors, moQ enfant, clos ta paupiere> 
Tes cris me dechirent le coeur; 
Dors, mon enfant, ta pauvre mere 
A bien assez de sa douleur. 

The charming voice of the august princess, and the 
words, thy poor mother ^ uttered with an expression of 
sadness, made a deep impression upon the heart of her 
son ; sitting silent near the instrignent, he was quite 
absorbed, and remained immoveable in his little arm- 
chair. Madame Elizabeth, surprised to sQe him so 
quiet and silent, said laughing, " Ah, pour le coup, 
voila Charles qui dort !" raising his head, he replied : 
" Ah, ma ch^re Tante, pent on dormir quand on 
entend chanter Maman Reine !" 

In the park of Versailles, the Dauphin had a little 
garden, which he cultivated entirely himself: it was 
he who dug, and raked, and watered it, and every 
morning during the season, he came to gather his 
sweetest roses, and moat fragrant carnations, to make 
a bouquet for his mamma. When Marie Antoinette 
awoke, she always saw before her the flowers, which 
the little gardener of six years old had placed ready 
for her. The prince, hidden behind a curtain, saw 
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her smile with delight at his present, and then he came 
from his hiding-place, to receive the kiss, which was 
his reward : neither frost nor rain prevented him from 
going to his little garden, so long as it produced any 
flowers. 

" One day,'' says M. Maille, his governor, " when 
the sun was very hot, I saw the Dauphin digging with 
so much exertion, about a jessamine, that the perspira* 
tion dropped from his forehead. " Let me call the 
gardener," said I ; *' it is too hard work for Your 
Royal Highness." " No, let me do it," said the prince ; 
" Mamma likes the flowers the better, when she knows 
that I have attended to them ?" 
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We have still lived together, 
Rose at an instant, leam'd, play'd, eat together; 
And wheresoever we went, like Juno's swans. 
Still we went coupled, and inseparable. 

Shakspeare. 

PRINCES have so few equals, that the pleasures of 
a familiar intercourse with a few chosen com- 
panions, are less open to them than to other men. To 
cultivate, therefore, affectionate feelings towards their 
brothers and sisters is of great importance to their 
future happiness. 
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THE SONS OF GEORGE THE THIRD. 

GEORGE the Third, intending that his second son 
Frederick, Bishop of Osnaburg, and afterwards 
Duke of York, should enjoy the advantages of foreign 
travel, and a Prussian tnilitary education, sent him, 
accompanied by Col. Greville, to the continent, in the 
year 1781. Nothing could be more affecting than the 
parting between his royal highness, and the other mem- 
bers of his august family. Both their Majesties wept, 
and the Prince of Wales was so much affected at being 
now deprived, for so long an expected period, of the 
sole companion of his youth^ that he was unable to 
give vent to his feelings by wotdg, and could only 
express them by tears, which burst from him in spite 
of his tnanly resolutioil to restrain them. 



>^W^^><W<^^ « «V^^V»^^^^^^^^^»^M 



LOUIS PHILIPPE, KING OF THE FRENCH. 

MAD. de Genlis says : " At the commencement of 
the Revolution, my eldest pupil, the Duke de 
Chartres, gave utterance to a first impulse of genero- 
sity and greatness of soul, that I must not pass over 
in silence. It was mentioned in his presence, that a 
decree had passed annulling the rights of Primogeni- 
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ture : he turned to the Duke de Montpensier, his next 
brother, and embracing him said, " Ah, how de- 
lighted I am to hear it I" 



THE DAUPHIN, SON OF LOUIS 
THE SIXTEENTH. 

WHEN cruelty and neglect had brought the un- 
fortunate Louis the Seventeenth to the last 
stage of weakness and disease, M. Pelletan, the phy- 
sician who was ordered to attend him, expressed him- 
self in animated and indignant terms to the municipal 
officers who were present, upon the causes that had 
led to the state in which he found the patient. The 
young prince, who thought that his sister, Madame 
Royale, was still a prisoner in a neighbouring apart- 
ment, begged the physician to speak very low : " My 
sister," said he, " may hear you, and she would be 
very sorry if she knew I was ill." 



LETTER OF CHARLES DUKE OF YORK, TO HIS 
BROTHER PRINCE HENRY. 

The following is probably the earliest letter written 
by Prince Charles (Charles the First) : the signature 
only is his. 
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Sweet, sweet Brother, 

I THANK you for your letter, I will keep it better 
than all my graith : and I will send my pistolles by 
Maister Newton. I will give anie thing that I have 
to you ; both my hors, and my books, and my pieces, 
and my cross-bowes, or anie thing that you would have. 
Good Brother loove me, and I shall ever loove and 
serve you* 

Your loving brother to be commanded, 

York. 
Another. 
Good Brother, 

I HOPE you are in good helth and merry, as I am^ 
God be thanked. In your absence I visit sometimes 
your stable, and ride your great horses, that at your 
return I may wait on you in that noble exercise. So 
committing you to God, I rest, 

Your loving and dutifull brother, York^ 

To my brother the Prince. 

Another. 

NIHIL possit mihi esse gratius, Fratet charissime, 
tuo ad nos reditu ; te enim frui, tecum lequitare, 
tecum venari, summae erit mihi voluptati. Ego jam 
lego Erasmi Colloquia, ex quibus et Latins linguae 
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puritatem et morum elegantiam discere posse me con- 
fide. Vale. Tuae CelSni. frater amantissimus, 
1609. Carolus, Eb. et Alb. Dux. 



PRINCE WILLIAM, SON OF HENRY 
THE FIRST. 

WHEN William, son of Henry the First, was eigh- 
teen years old, he accompanied his father to 
Normandy, that he might be acknowledged by the 
barons of that duchy, as his successor. Henry was 
returning to England with a numerous train, and many 
ships ; one of which, called the White Ship, was al- 
lotted to the prince and his retinue. The prince had 
ordered some wine to be given to the ship s crew, of 
which they drank so freely that many of them became 
intoxicated. The rest of the fleet had meanwhile 
sailed, and Fitz-stephen, the commander of the White 
Ship, crowding all his sails, and plying all his oars, to 
overtake them, the vessel suddenly struck upon a rock. 
A boat was immediately let down, into which the prince 
and some of the young nobles were hurried ; and they 
might have reached the shore in safety, had not the 
prince insisted on going back to rescue his sister Maud, 
the Countess of Perche, whose shrieks he heard from 
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the ship, where all was terror and confusion. As soon 
as the boat approached the vessel, so many persons 
jumped into it, that it instantly sunk, and every crea- 
ture perished. Thus died Prince William, with many 
of the young nobles, and several ladies of rank. 



CATO THE YOUNGER. 

WHEN Cato was but a child, he was asked one 
day whom he loved most, and he answered, 
" My brother Caepio.'* The person who put the ques- 
tion then asked him, whom he loved next, and again he 
said, his brother : whom in the third place, and still 
it was his brother, and so on, as long as he put the 
question to him. This affection increased with his 
years, insomuch, that when he was twenty years old, 
if he supped, if he went out into the country, if he ap- 
peared in the Forum, Caepio must always be with him. 




Digitized by 



Google 



EARLY DISCIPLINE. 



Of fertile genius, him they nurtured well, 
In every science, and in every art, 
By which mankind the thoughtless hrutes excel, 
That can or use, or joy, or grace impart, 
Disclosing all the powers of head and heart : 
Nor were the goodly exercises spared. 
That hrace the nerves, or make the limhs alert. 
And mix elastic force with firmness hard : 
Was never knight on ground mote he with him compared. 

Thomson. 

SIMPLICITY of diet, and regular exercise, are es- 
sential to health ; and health of body is not only 
necessary to the enjojonent of life, but is so intimately 
connected with vigour of mind, that many royal parents 
have, with great wisdom, accustomed their children to 
habits of as simple living, and as constant industry, as 
the child of the peasant pursues from necessity. 
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THE CHILDREN OF GEORGE THE THIRD. 

THE extreme simplicity with which the children of 
George the Third were brought up, at a time 
when luxury seems to have pervaded all ranks of soci- 
ety, from infancy to old age, is proved by an anecdote 
related of the Duke of Montague. The first time he 
attended the levee after a visit to his daughter's family 
at Dalkeith house, his Majesty inquired about the 
health of his grandchildren. His Grace, thanking his 
Majesty, told him they were all well, and making a 
meal of oatmeal pottage every day. The King asked 
if they got good oatmeal. The Duke told him they 
had it excellent from some mills near Laswade ; upon 
which, his Majesty desired the Duke to order some for 
him i and from that time the Royal Family were sup- 
plied with oatmeal from the same mills. 



THE early education of the sons of George the 
Third was, in another point, very judiciously 
conducted : habits of activity and useful labour were 
practically established. In the garden at Kew, a plot 
of ground was dug by the Prince of Wales and the 
Duke of York, and they then sowed it with wheat, 
attended to the growth of their little crop, weeded, 
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reaped, and laid it up. They then thrashed it them- 
selves, and separated the wheat from the chaff, and 
thus learned, from their own experience, the various 
labours of the husbandman and farmer^ 



THE DUKE OF CLARENCE, AFTERWARDS 
WILLIAM THE FOURTH. 

THE first actual service in which the Duke of 
Clarence was engaged, was when Lord Rodney 
captured the Spanish fleet, commanded by Langara. 
On this occasion, when the English admiral's boat 
was manned to bring Langara on board, his Royal 
Highness was one of those at the oar, a circumstance 
which struck the Spanish admiral so forcibly, that he 
exclaimed, " That nation must be invincible by sea, 
*whose king's sons are sailors." 



THE PRINCES OF ORLEAP^S. 

THE princes "of Orleans, during the time that their 
education was conducted by Mad. de Genlis, 
were taught, during their hours of recreation, the arts 
of the carpenter, the tirnier, and the joiner, and never 
were boys so happy as while they were engaged in 
these exercises. 
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The Duke de Valois and the Duke de Montpen- 
sier completed for the cottage of a poor woman at 
Saint-Leu, of whom they took care, a large chest of 
drawers, and a table, which were as well finished as 
if they had come out of the hands of the best cabinet- 
maker." 



W%M#^^^tf>«#^^M^i^«r«^^I^^^^^W%#\^K/W^^M 



A USEFUL LESSON TO CHECK THE PRIDE OF 
PRINCES. 

THE Dauphin, father of Louis the Sixteenth, once 
shewed to his three sons the register of their bap- 
tism, in the parish books, and made them observe that 
their names were inserted with those of other children. 
" You see," said he, " that your names are here mixed 
and confounded with those of the common people: 
this ought to prove to you, that the distinction you 
enjoy does not come from nature, which has made all 
men equal: virtue alone establishes a real difference 
among them ; and perhaps the name of the peasant's 
child which stands above yours, shall hereafter, be 
more worthy in the sight of God than yours !" 



THE YOUNG SOLDIER'S PILLOW. 

WHEN Turenne was but ten years old, his pre- 
ceptor missed him, and at length found him 
asleep upon a cannon, which he embraced with his 
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little arms, as far round as they would reach. When 
awakened, he said, that he intended to have slept there 
all night, in order to convince the Duke, his father, 
that he was hardy enough to undergo the fatigues of 
war. 



CHILDHOOD OF THE GREAT HENRY THE 
FOURTH OF FRANCE. 

THE great Henry the Fourth of France passed 
his childhood in the castle of Coarasse in Beam, 
situated amidst rocks and mountains. Henry D'Al- 
bret, his grandfather, would not have him brought up 
with the delicacy usually practised with children of 
high rank, knowing that in a soft and tender body, 
there generally lodges a weak and timid soul. He 
would not allow him to be richly clothed, nor useless 
playthings given to him, nor would he have him flat- 
tered, because all these things tend to inspire vanity, 
and incline the hearts of children rather to pride, and 
to trifling pleasures, than to sentiments of generosity, 
and useful occupation. This young prince was clothed 
and fed like the children of the country, and like 
them was accustomed to clamber up and down the 
rocks, barefooted and bareheaded. It is said that his 
ordinary food was brown bread, beef, cheese, and 
garlic. 
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By these means, his good grandfather accustomed 
him to fatigue, and rendered his body strong and ro- 
bust, qualities which were no doubt necessary to a 
prince, who had to suflFer much in reconquering his 
dominions. 



EARLY EDUCATION OF SESOSTRIS, KING OF 
EGYPT. 

AMENOPHIS, King of Egypt, caused all the male 
children in his kingdom, who were born on the 
same day as his eldest son, Sesostris, to be brought to 
his court. Here they were educated as if they had been 
his own children, and with the same care that was 
bestowed upon Sesostris, with whom they were brought 
up. He could not possibly have provided for his son 
more faithful ministers, nor oflBlcers who more zealously 
desired the success of his arms. With the view of 
making them great warriors, the chief part of their 
education was the inuring them, from their infancy, 
to a hard and laborious life, in order that they might 
one day be capable of sustaining with ease the toils 
of the field. They were never suflfered to eatp till they 
had run, on foot or horseback, a considerable race. 
Hunting was their most common exercise, but when 
they were more advanced in years, the king sent them 
against the Arabians, in order to acquire practical 
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military knowledge. Here the young prince learned 
to bear hunger and thirsty and subdued a nation, which 
tiU then, had never been conquered : the youths edu- 
cated with him, attended him in all his campaigns, and 
upon his father's death, he became one of the greatest 
conquerors that antiquity boasts. 



CYRUS THE GREAT, AND HIS GRANDFATHER. 

CYRUS, when about twelve years old, went with his 
mother Mandane, on a visit to his grandfather, the 
King of the Medes. Astyages being at table with his 
daughter, and with Cyrus, and being desirous to treat 
the boy with all delight and pleasure, that he might the 
less miss what he enjoyed at home, set before him seve- 
ral dishes with sauces and meats of all kinds ; upon 
which Cyrus is reported to have said, ** What a deal of 
business and trouble, grandfather, have you at your 
meals, if you must reach out your hands to aU these 
several dishes, and taste of all these kinds of meats !" 
" What then," said Astyages, " do not you think this en- 
tertainment much finer than what you have in Persia ?" 
Cyrus replied, " No, grandfather ; with us we have a 
much plainer and readier way to get satisfied than you 
have ; for plain bread and meat bring us to our end ; 
but you, in order to the same end, have a deal of busi- 
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ness upon your hands, and wandering up and down 
through many mazes, you at last arrive where we have 
long got before you." To this Astyages answered, 
'* Well, child, if this be your opinion, eat heartily of 
plain meats, that you may return young and healthy 
home ;" and at the same time he ordered to be pre- 
sented to him various meats, both of the tame and 
wild kinds ; Cyrus, when he saw this variety of meats, 
said, " And do you give me all these meats, grand- 
father, to do with them as I think fit ?" " Yes, truly 
I do," said Astyages ; then Cyrus, taking the several 
meats, distributed them around to the servants about 
his grandfather, sajdng to one, " This for you, because 
you take pains to teach me to ride : This for you, be- 
cause you gave me a javelin, and I have it yet : This 
for you, because you serve my grandfather well : This 
for you, because you honour my mother :" and thus 
he did till he had distributed all he had received. 
Astyages then said, " And do you give nothing to this 
Sacian, my cup-bearer, that I favour above all ?" Cy- 
rus answered, '' For what reason is it, grandfather, that 
you favour this Sacian so much ?" Astyages replied 
in a jesting way, " Do you not see how handsomely 
and neatly he pours me my wine ?" For these cup- 
bearers to kings perform their business very cleverly ; 
they pour out their wine very neatly, and give the cup, 
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bearing it along with three fingers, and present it in 
such a manner, as it may best be received by the person 
who is to drink. *' Grandfather," said Cyrus, '* bid 
the Sacian give me the cup, that, pouring you your 
wine to drink, I may gain your favour if I can." As* 
tyages bids the Sacian give him the cup ; and Cyrus, 
taking it, is said to have washed the cup as he had ob- 
served the Sacian to do ; and settling his countenance 
in a serious and decent manner, brought and presented 
the cup to his grandfather in such a manner as aflfbrded 
much laughter to his grandfather and his mother. 
Then Cyrus, laughing out, leaped up to Astyages, and 
kissing him, cried out, *' Oh, Sacian, you are undone ; 
I will turn you out of your office, for I can do the busi* 
ness better than you." Now these cup-bearers, when 
they have given the cup, dip with a dish and take a 
little out, which pouring into their left hand they swal- 
low ; and this they do that in case they mix poison in 
the cup, it may be of no advantage to themselves. 
Therefore Astyages, in a jesting way said, '^ And why, 
Cyrus, since you have imitated the Sacian in every 
thing else, did you not swallow some of the wine ?" 
" Because truly," said he, '* I was afraid there had been 
poison mixed in the cup ; for when you feasted your 
friends upon your birth-day, I plainly found that he 
had poured you all poison." " And how, child," said 
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he, " did you know this ?" ** Truly," said he, " because 
I saw you all disordered in body and mind ; for first, 
what you do not allow us boys to do, that you did 
yourselves, for you all bawled together, and could 
learn nothing of each other : Then you fell to singing 
very ridiculously ; and without attending to the singer, 
you swore he sung admirably ; then every one telling 
stories of his own strength, you rose up, and fell to 
dancing ; but without all rule or measure, for you could 
not so much as keep yourselves upright. Then you all 
entirely forgot yourselves ; you, that you were king, 
and they, that you were their governor. And then I 
discovered for the first time that you were celebrating 
a festival, where all were allowed to talk with equal 
liberty ; for you never ceased talking." Astyages then 
said, " Does your father, child, never drink till he 
gets drunk ?" " No, truly," said he. " What does he 
then ?" " Why he quenches his thirst and gets no 
farther harm ; for, as I take it, grandfather," says he, 
" it is no Sacian that officiates as cup-bearer about 
him." 
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He made a blushing cital of himself, 
And chid his truant youth with such a grace, 
As if he mastered there a double spirit, 
Of teaching, and of learning, instantly. 

Shakspeare. 

DOCILITY, or a willingness to be led by those 
who are older and wiser than themselves^ is a 
quality in the young, very favourable to their advance- 
ment in virtue ; nor is there a greater proof of su- 
perior sense, than a ready yielding of the inclinations 
to the voice of Reason. A prompt obedience impUes 
a degree of Self-command, and is therefore peculiarly 
graceful in young princes. Nor is any one fit to com- 
mand, who has not first learned to obey. 
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LOUIS-PHILIPPE, KING OF THE FRfiNCH. 

WE read in the Memoirs of Mad. de Genlis : *' When 
first I entered upon the education of the princes, I 
found them very ignorant, and the eldest of them, the 
Duke de Valois, then eight years old, extremely wanting 
in application. I began by reading history with them : 
M. the Duke de Valois, stretched, gaped, and I was 
greatly surprised to see him throw himself back upon 
a sofa, and put his feet up upon a table that Was before 
him. That we might at once understand each other, 
I put him immediately into penance : he did not resent 
it at all. He had by nature a degree of good sense, 
that struck me from the first days of our acquaintance : 
he loved rational conversation, as other children love 
frivolous tales : as soon as good reasons were clearly 
presented to him, he listened with interest : he became 
warmly attached to me, because he always found me 
consistent and reasonable. I had to cure him of many 
ugly expressions, and foolish habits. He was afraid 
of dogs, and his former governor had had the absurd 
attention, when they walked in the Bois de Boulogne, 
to send on two footmen, to drive away all the dogs that 
might be in their route. I found one single conversa- 
tion suflicient to convince the young prince of the folly 
and weakness of this prejudice : he listened to me atten- 
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tively, kissed me, and begged me to give him a dog, 
which I did: he conquered his dislike at once, and 
from that day has never shown any aversion to dogs." 



THE DAUPHIN, SON OF LOUIS THE 
SIXTEENTH. 

UPON the first breaking out of the French Revolu- 
tion, Marie Antoinette impressed upon the little 
Dauphin, the necessity of treating with affability the 
officers of the National Guard, and all the Parisians 
who might approach him. The child took great pains 
to please all such persons, and when he had had occa- 
sion to reply obligingly to the Mayor, or to the mem- 
bers of a Commune, he would go and whisper to the 
Queen, " Was that well?" 



YOUTH OF ALCIBIADES. 

MANY persons of rank made their court to Alci- 
biades, the Athenian, charmed and attracted 
by his birth, riches, and beauty of person. Socrates 
was the only one, whose regards were fixed upon the 
mind, and who bore witness to the youth's virtue 
and ingenuousness : and fearing lest the pride of 
riches and high rank, and the crowd of flatterers, 
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should corrupt him, he used his best endeavours to 
prevent it, and took care that so hopeful a plant 
should not lose its firuit, and perish in the very flower. 
From his childhood, Alcibiades was surrounded with 
pleasures, and with a multitude of admirers, who were 
determined to say nothing but what they thought 
would please him, and who wished to keep him from 
all admonition and reproof: yet by his native pene- 
tration he distinguished the value of Socrates, and 
attached himself to him : he perceived that he studied 
to correct the errors of his heart, and to cure him 
of his empty and foolish arrogance, and he learned 
to despise himself, and to admire his friend, adoring 
his wisdom, and revering his virtue. It surprised all 
the world to see him constantly sup with Socrates, 
take with him his exercises, and lodge in the same 
tent with him ; and though Socrates had many ri- 
vals, yet he kept possession of the heart of Alcibiades, 
by the excellence of his genius, and the pathetic turn 
of his conversation, which often drew tears from his 
young companion. And though sometimes he gave 
Socrates the sUp, and was drawn away by flatterers, 
yet the philosopher took care to hunt out his fugitive, 
and brought him away from the haunts of idleness 
and dissipation. 
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The world's great master, and his ow»* pope. 



SELF-command is one of the most important habits 
to be formed in every human being : it is essential 
to all genuine virtue^ and real happiness ; but more 
especially should those learn to restrain themselves, 
who hereafter shall be subject to little restraint from 
others. 
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CHARLES THE TWELFTH OF SWEDEN. 

CHARLES the Twelfth of Sweden, when scarcely 
seven years old, being at dinner with the queen 
his mother, and handing a bit of bread to his favourite 
dog, the animal, snapping at it too eagerly, bit his hand 
in a serious manner. The blood flowed copiously ; but 
the young hero, without crying, or appearing to take 
any notice of what had happened, merely wrapped his 
hand in his napkin. The queen inquired why he did 
not eat, and he answered that he was not hungry : at 
length, however, he grew pale from the loss of blood, 
and an officer, who attended at table, discovered the 
cause ; but the prince would sooner have died than 
have betrayed his dog. 



PRINCE HENRY, SON OF HENRY THE 
FOURTH. 

DURING the reign of Henry the Fourth, a riotous 
companion of the Prince of Wales had been indicted 
before- the chief justice Gascoigne, for some disorders, 
and the prince was not ashamed to appear at the bar 
with the criminal, in order to give him countenance 
and protection. Finding that his presence had not 
overawed the chief justice, he proceeded to insult that 
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magistrate on his tribunal ; but Gascoigne, mindful of 
the character which he then bore, and the majesty of 
the sovereign, and the laws which he sustained, ordered 
the prince to be carried to prison for his rude behaviour. 
The spectators were astonished and pleased, when 
they saw the heir to the crown submit peaceably to 
this sentence, making reparation for his error by ac- 
knowledging it, and checking his impetuous nature in 
the midst of its extravagant career. 

When this transaction was reported to the king, 
who was an excellent judge of mankind, he exclaimed, 
in words to the eflFect of those which Shakspeare 
gives us : 

Happy am I, that have a man so bold, 
That dares do justice on my proper son ; 
And no less happy, having such a son. 
That would deliver up his greatness so 
Into the hands of justice. 



SIR PHILIP SYDNEY. 

SIR Philip Sydney, at the hattle near Zutphen, dis- 
played the most undaunted courage. He had two 
horses killed under him ; and whilst mounting a third, 
was wounded hy a musket-shot out of the trenches, 
which broke the bone of his thigh. He returned about 
a mile and a half, on horseback, to the camp ; and, being 
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faint with the loss of blood, and parched with thirst, 
through the heat of the weather, he called for drink. 
Some water was presently brought him ; but as he was 
putting the vessel to his mouth, a poor wounded soldier, 
who happened to be carried by him at that instant, 
looked up to it with wishful eyes. The gallant and 
generous Sydney took the bottle from his mouth, just 
when he was going to drink, and delivered it to the 
soldier, saying, " Thy necessity is yet greater than 
mine." 






ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 

DURING Alexander s long and laborious pursuit 
after Darius, the army often suflfored more for 
want of water, than by fatigue, and many of the 
cavalry were unable to hold out. While they were 
upon the march, some Macedonians had filled their 
bottles at a river, and were bringing the water upon 
mules. These people seeing Alexander greatly dis- 
tressed with thirst, for it was the heat of the day, 
immediately filled a helmet with water, and presented 
it to him. He asked them to whom they were 
carrying it : they said, " To our sons : but if our prince 
does but live, we shall get other children, if we lose 
them." Upon this, he took the helmet in his hands i 
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but looking round, and seeing all the horsemen bend- 
ing their heads, and fixing their ey6s upoH the water, 
he returned it without drinking. However, he thanked 
the people that oflFered it, and said, " If I drink alone, 
these good men will be dispirited." The cavalry, 
who were witnesses to this act of temperance and mag- 
nanimity, cried out, " Let us march 1 We are neither 
weary nor thirsty, nor shall we even think ourselves 
mortal while under the conduct of such a king." At 
the same time, they put spurs to their horses* 



HEROIC ENDURANCE. 

WHEN Alexander the Great was^ on one oc- 
casion, sacrificing to the gods, one of the noble 
youths who waited upon him, was so severely burned 
by a piece of hot coal which fell upon his arm 
from the censer he carried, that the smell of the 
scorched flesh was sensible to all who stood by. Yet 
the boy shrunk not, exhibited no symptom of pain, but 
kept his arm immoveable, lest by shaking the censer 
he should interrupt the sacrifice, or by his groaning, 
give Alexander any disturbance^ 
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THE TWIN-SONS OF SABINUS. 

SABINUS, a noble Gaul, headed a revolt of his 
countrymen, in the time of Otho and Vitellius. 
Vespasian, as soon as he was made Emperor, marched 
against him, and Sabinus, finding it impossible to re- 
sist the great army that was approaching, set fire to 
his house, and causing it to be reported that he had 
perished in the flames, fled with his wife and his faith- 
ful freedman, taking refuge, at length, in those vast 
quarries of white marble, that still exist, at some little 
distance from Rome. 

Here the unfortunate but courageous Eponina gave 
birth to twin sons : the one was named Fortis, from 
his superior strength, the other Blandus, on account 
of his gentleness of disposition. The faithful Martial 
was the only purveyor to these illustrious fugitives : he 
waited upon them, and watched over their safety with 
indefatigable attention. Now and then he went by 
night to Rome, to purchase provisions, and other neces- 
saries, returning by the least frequented roads. 

But the greatest disquietudes that the unhappy pa- 
rents experienced, were from the cries of the infants, 
which resounded through these gloomy caverns: count- 
less echoes repeated these sounds^ and terrified the 
anxious mother, lest they should guide occasional tra- 
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vellers to their retreat. Before these innocent recluses, 
however, were two years old, they learned to under- 
stand the danger of their parents : they mastered their 
little feelings, and in all the painful diseases to which 
childhood is liable, they restrained themselves, and 
suffered not a complaint to escape them. Little Blan- 
dus having once been attacked with severe internal 
pains, his sufferings were so intense, that he bent him- 
self double iipon his mother's knees ! his body, now 
burning with fever, was soon covered with a cold sweat : 
yet stiU had the child the force to constrain himself: 
he pressed his little hands upon his mouth, and thus 
suppressed the complaints that his sufferings were 
forcing from him. " Dear child," said his father, " do 
not try to restrain yourself : it will reUeve you to cry 
out.'' " Papa," said the child, " if I do, you and 
mamma will be taken : I would rather die, than make 
a noise." 

For seven years, this unfortunate family inhabited 
their dismal dwelling, but at length they were disco- 
vered, and to the eternal disgrace of Vespasian, the 
parents were executed : the twins, after languishing a 
short time in prison^ died, and were found stretched 
side by side, in each other's arms. 
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All thy virtue dictates, dare to do. Mason. 



DECISION of character, or the power of adhering 
firmly to the judgment formed upon cahn and 
conscientious deliberation, is a quality very important 
to the prince, and is quite opposed to obstinacy, which 
implies a headstrong adherence to the will, without 
reference to reason or principle. Fickleness and ir- 
resolution, which seem to be little more than pardon- 
able weaknesses in private persons, may, by their con- 
sequences, prove in princes fatal errors. 

History furnishes us with instances of very young 
princes, who have shown this power of adhering to 
what they believed right, and fitting the position in 
which they found themselves. 
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CHARLES THE TWELFTH OF SWEDEN. 

CHARLES the Twelfth of Sweden succeeded his 
father, Charles the Eleventh, at the early age of 
fifteen. Three powerful kings, presuming upon his 
youth, threatened his dominions : Sweden was in con- 
sternation at their preparations, and the privy council 
of the king was alarmed : their great generals were 
no more, and every thing was to he dreaded under a 
young king, who as yet, had given hut had impressions 
of his abilities. When present at the council, he was 
in the habit of sitting with his legs crossed, and his 
feet upon the table before him ; abstracted and indif 
ferent, he appeared to take interest in nothing that 
passed. 

The council was deliberating in his presence upon 
the danger of the kingdom ; some of the counsellors 
proposed to divert the threatened tempest by negotia- 
tions ; on a sudden the young king rose, with the gra- 
vity and confidence of a superior mind. '' Gentle- 
men," said he, " I have determined never to carry on 
an unjust war, but never to end a just one, except by 
the destruction of my enemies. My resolution is taken ; 
I will march to attack the first power that declares 
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against me, and when I have conquered that, I hope 
the others will respect me." 

These words astonished all these old counsellors: 
they looked at each other without daring to reply. 
At length, astonished to find what a king they had, 
and ashamed to hope less than he did, they received 
with admiration and alacrity his orders to prepare for 
war. 






WHEN Charles the Twelfth of Sweden was quite 
a child, he was one day amusing himself in his 
father's apartment, in looking over some maps. One 
was a plan of a town in Hungary, which had been taken 
by the Turks from the Emperor, and under it were 
written these words from the book of Job : " The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the 
name of the Lord." Another, was a plan of Riga, 
the capital of Livonia, conquered by the Swedes about 
a century before. The young prince, having read 
the words under the Hungarian town, took a pencil 
and wrote under the plan of Riga, ^^ God gave it me, 
and the devil shall not take it from me." Thus in his 
very childhood, his unconquerable spirit shewed itself. 
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GUSTAVUS THE THIRD OF SWEDEN. 

GUSTAVUS, the young king of Sweden, was fixed 
upon by Catherine the Second, Empress of Rus- 
sia, as a proper consort for her grand-daughter, the 
grand-duchess Alexandrina. She was just fifteen, 
but with a mind and person which had outgrown her 
years ; she was tall and well formed, with noble and 
regular features, a profusion of beautiful hair, and eyes 
that beamed with intelligence and sensibility. Her 
governess, Mademoiselle Willanof, had educated her 
in retirement, and with the most devoted care and 
affection ; and in person, manners, and mind, Alexan- 
drina was at this time one of the most lovely and accom- 
plished princesses in Europe. 

The young King of Sweden was about eighteen ; he 
was well-looking, and well-bred, with a fine martial 
presence, and frank, captivating manners : the young 
pair had been allowed to suppose that they were in- 
tended for each other, and they soon became mutually 
and strongly attached : proposals of marriage were for- 
mally made ; the treaty drawn up ; the day of betroth- 
ment fixed, and a splendid fete prepared for the occasion. 

The morning arrived, and Catherine had assembled 
all her family and court in her presence-chamber ; 
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Alexandrina, adorned in bridal pomp, stood at her side : 
all was in readiness ; but the royal bridegroom ap- 
peared not ; — they waited — there was a chill and omi- 
nous silence — the courtiers looked upon each other. 

The articles of marriage had been carried to the 
young king, for his signature. Perhaps Catherine 
supposed, that in the hurry of the moment, he would 
not pay particular attention to their tenor. She was 
mistaken : the chancellor read them over quickly, as 
if a mere matter of form ; but the king, who listened, 
became aware that certain articles were introduced, 
which had not been previously agreed upon. By a 
fundamental law of Sweden, the queen of that country 
must profess the faith of the nation, and Alexandrina, 
therefore, ought to have exchanged the Greek for the 
Lutheran church. The Empress, not from principle, 
but from pride and arbitrary power, was resolved that 
her imperial grand-daughter should be made an ex- 
ception to this law ; and had introduced into the mar- 
riage treaty a clause to that purport. The king ex- 
pressed his disapprobation, and refused to sign the 
contract. The ministers of Catherine, thunderstruck 
by this resistance to the will of their despotic sove- 
reign, under such circumstances, and on the part of a 
mere boy, knew not what course to take ; they flattered, 
they implored him only to sign the paper, and leave 



Digitized by 



Google 



DECISION or CHARACTER, 55 

the matter to be arranged afterwards, promising that 
his wishes should be acceded to in every thing. But 
Gustavus was immoveable ; and enraged at the at- 
tempt to deceive him, he at length flung from them, 
repeating, " Non — je ne veux pas ! Je ne le puis pas ! 
Je ne signerai point 1" and shut himself up in his own 
apartment. It was some time before any one dared 
to tell the empress of this unexpected contretems : at 
length, one of the courtiers approached, and whispered 
it to her. She had sufficient power over herself to 
utter a few words, dismissing her court, and then re- 
tired to her cabinet. The King of Sweden returned 
to his own country, a few days after. 



FREDERICK THE GREAT AND HIS NEPHEW. 

FREDERICK the Great was very fond of child- 
ren, and his little nephews had free access to him. 
The eldest, one day, playing at ball in the cabinet where 
the king was writing, let the ball fall upon the table ; 
the king threw it upon the floor, and wrote on ; pre- 
sently the ball again fell upon the table, and Frede- 
rick threw it down once more, casting a serious look 
upon the prince, who promised to be more careful. 
But at last, the ball fell upon the very paper upon 
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which the king was writing, and he, now rather angry, 
put it into his pocket. The little prince begged pardon, 
and entreated to have his ball returned, but was re- 
fused. He continued praying for it in a very piteous 
manner, but to no purpose. At length, tired of ask- 
ing, he placed himself before his majesty, and putting 
his little hands to his sides, said in a menacing tone, 
"Do you choose, sire, to restore the ball or not?'' 
The king laughed, took the ball from his pocket, and 
gave it to the prince, saying, " Thou art a brave fel- 
low : Silesia will not be retaken whilst thou art alive." 



HENRY, DUKE OF GLOUCESTER, SON OF 
CHARLES THE FIRST. 

AFTER sentence had been pronounced upon 
Charles the First, such of his family as remained 
in England were allowed access to him. They were 
only the Princess Elizabeth, and Henry Duke of Glou- 
cester, the latter of whom was but seven years of age : 
the princess, only a few years older, shewed an ad- 
vanced judgment, and that the calamities of her family 
had made a deep impression upon her. 

The king first gave his blessing to the princess, and 
begged her not to forget to tell her brother James, 
whenever she should see him again, that the last will 
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of his father was, that he should not content himself 
with considering Charles merely as his elder brother, 
but that he should obey him as his sovereign: that 
they should all love one another, and forgive the ene- 
mies of their father. Then the king said to her, " My 
dear love, shall you forget this ?" " No," said she, 
" I shall never forget it while I live." And shedding 
a torrent of tears, she promised him to commit to wri- 
ting, the details of their interview. 

Then the king, taking the Duke of Gloucester upon 
his knee, said, " My dear child, they are going to cut 
thy father's head off." Upon this, the child looked 
very steadfastly upon him. " Mark, dear, what I say : 
They will cut off my head, and perhaps make thee a 
king ! But mark what I say ; thou must not be a king, 
as long as thy brothers Charles and James are alive. 
They will cut off thy brothers' heads, when they can 
catch them : and thy head too they will cut off at last. 
Therefore, I charge thee, do not be made a king by 
them." The duke replied, " I will be torn in pieces 
first!" So determined an answer, jfrom one of such 
tender years, filled the king's eyes with tears of joy 
and emotion. 
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ISABELLA, AFTERWARDS QUEEN OF CASTILE. 

WHEN the nobles of Castile, disgusted with the 
misgovemment of their king, Henry the Fourth, 
waited upon his sister Isabella, then about eighteen, 
with an oflfer of the crown, she replied, that it was not 
theirs to give ; and that while her brother Henry ex- 
isted, nothing should induce her to assume a title which 
was his by the laws of God and man ; at the same time 
she claimed her right of succession, and the title of 
Princess of Asturia, which belonged to her as heiress 
to the throne. The chiefs were astonished and discon- 
certed by a reply which left them without an excuse 
for revolt, and having in vain endeavoured to over- 
come her scruples, they concluded a treaty with Henry. 



EDWARD, PRINCE OF WALES, AFTERWARDS 
EDWARD THE THIRD. 

SOON after the execution of his favourite, Hugh De 
Spencer, the weak and incapable Edward the Se- 
cond was imprisoned by his rebellious barons, and 
his eldest son Edward, then twelve years of age, was 
made guardian of the kingdom, and brought forward 
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on all occasions to the great gratification of the people, 
with whom he was very popular. 

Hurried on' from one new and dazzling scene to 
another, and excited hy the applause he was continu- 
ally receiving, little time was left the young prince to 
reflect upon the position in which he was placed, or to 
give a thought to the condition of his unhappy father. 
He did not, however, allow himself to he entirely led 
away from his duty, but began to have a perception 
of the real nature of the scenes he was required to 
sanction. 

The Parliament assembled at Westminster, the 
Prince of Wales taking his place at the head of his 
peers ; and here the king's numerous acts of misgovem- 
ment were recounted and denounced, and it was unani- 
mously agreed that he should be deposed, and his 
eldest son elected king in his stead. The prince, how- 
ever, resolutely refused the crown, unless his father 
chose voluntarily to resign it. This conduct created 
some surprise and great confusion amongst the barons, 
who were unprepared to meet, in one so young, so much 
principle and determination. They were obliged to 
adjourn, and their rebellious and disloyal projects were, 
for that time, defeated. ' 
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ALEXANDER THE THIRD OF SCOTLAND. 

MARGARET, eldest daughter of Henry the Third 
and Eleanor of Provence, was married, when in 
her tenth year, to Alexander the Third, the young 
King of Scotland, then about twelve years old. 

Henry endeavoured to persuade the young Alexan- 
der to pay him homage for the realm of Scotland ; but 
the princely boy excused himself with good address, 
from the performance of this important ceremony, by 
replying, that he came to York to be married, not to 
discuss an affair, on which he, being a minor, could 
determine nothing, without consulting the states of 
his kingdom. 



CATO THE YOUNGER, AND THE DEPUTY. 

WHILE Cato the younger was yet a child, the 
Italian allies demanded to be admitted citizens 
of Rome. Popedius Silo, a man of great name as a 
soldier, and powerful among his people, had a friend- 
ship with Drusus, the uncle of Cato, and lodged a long 
time in his house during this application. As he was 
familiar with the children, he said to them one day, 
" Come, my good children, desire your uncle to assist 
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US in our solicitation for the freedom. Caepio smiled, 
and readily gave his promise ; but Cato gave no an- 
swer. And as he was observed to look with a fixed 
and unkind eye upon the strangers, Popedius conti- 
nued, " And you, my little man, what do you say ? 
Will you not give your guests your interest with your 
uncle, as well as your brother ?" Cato still refusing to 
answer, and appearing by his silence and his looks 
inclined to deny the request, Popedius took him to the 
window and threatened, if he would not promise, to 
throw him out. This he did in a harsh tone, and at 
the same time gave him several shakes, as if he was 
going to let him fall. But as the child bore this a 
long time without any marks of fear or concern, Po- 
pedius set him down, and said softly to his friends, 
" This child is the glory of Italy. I verily believe if 
he were a man, we should not get one vote among the 
people." 
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There lives nor form nor feeling in my soul, 
Unborrow'd from my country. Coleridge. 



PATRIOTISM, or the love of country, was consi- 
dered by the ancient Greeks and Romans as the 
greatest of virtues ; and every young person, on first be- 
coming acquainted with the classical historians, feels 
his imagination warmed by the wonderful acts they 
record, of Courage, Fortitude, and Self-devotion. 

Li modern days, the sacrifice of a Leonidas, of a 
Decius, of a Curtius, is seldom demanded, and the 
principles of Christianity would condemn the acts of 
a Marcus Brutus, and of a Cato of Utica. 

The love of country is still, however, a living and 
active principle in the mind of a good man, and in 
the hearts of the Great Ones of the world, to whom the 
happiness of millions is entrusted, it should be care- 
fully cultivated ; nor are the personal sacrifices of their 
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time, their ease, and their private opinions, less meri- 
torious, or less proofs of devotedness, than the more 
brilliant acts recorded of the heroes of antiquity. 

Alfred the Great, Queen Elizabeth, Henry the 
Fourth of France, and the Empress-Queen Maria 
Theresa, are all instances of sovereigns, who have 
been imbued with an habitual feeling of kindness and 
consideration for the welfare and happiness of their 
subjects : a sentiment into which, perhaps, the love of 
country may be resolved. 




PETER THE GREAT, EMPEROR OF RUSSIA. 



Full of great aims, and bent on bold emprize ; 
The work, which long he in his breast had brew'd, 
Now to perform he airdent did devise ; 
To wit, a barbarous world to civilize. Thomson. 



PETER the Great, on coming to the throne of 
Russia, at the age of nineteen, found himself 
sovereign of k people slavishly observant of ancient 
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usages, most of them barbarous and stupid, but so 
fondly cherished by the nation, that the task of reform 
appeared ahnost hopeless. He himself had been 
brought up in the grossest ignorance ; but his natural 
powers were very great, he had an enterprizing, active 
mind, and he was filled with the highest ambition of 
a great monarch, that of improving his people and 
their condition. A very gifted foreigner, named Le 
Fort, chanced to enter his service, and soon obtained 
his confidence ; Le Fort showed him, that there was 
another mode of living and reigning, than that which 
was unhappily established in Russia : he explained to 
him the advantages to a nation^ that are derived from 
commerce; the superiority of a regular army over 
undisciplined troops; the command of the sea that 
England and Holland sustained by their navies. The 
noble soul of Peter at once threw off the prejudices in 
which he had been brought up : he felt he had to form 
a nation and an empire ; but he had no help around 
him : other sovereigns have but to direct improvements ; 
Peter had himself to do all he wished to have done. 
His first attempt was to teach the Russian soldiers the 
military discipline then practised by the rest of Europe. 
He enlisted as a common soldier in one of his own 
regiments, procured German officers, and set the ex- 
ample of learning the German exercise. His next 
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desire was that of forming a navy, and he spent many 
months at Archangel, which was then the great resort 
of foreign ships, that he might himself examine the 
diflferent methods in which they were huilt and 
equipped. 

His design was also to visit foreign countries, and 
learn the arts he wished his subjects to practise, but 
before he was at liberty to do this, he had to carry on 
a war against the Turks: he conquered them, and 
then set out upon his travels, in. the train of his own 
ambassadors. 

He first visited Holland, and that he might perfect 
himself in the knowledge of ship building, he worked 
as a common ship-carpenter at Saardan, where the 
shed in which he worked, and a boat of his making, 
are still preserved. He was astonished at the multi- 
tude of workmen constantly employed : the order and 
exactness observed in their various departments ; the 
great despatch with which they built and fitted out 
vessels, and the incredible quantity of stores, for the 
ease and security of labour. Clad and fed like the 
rest of the carpenters, the czar worked in the forges, 
the rope-walks, and the mills. These occupations did 
not prevent him from attending lectures on anatomy, 
surgery, mechanics, and other branches of practical 
philosophy cultivated in Holland. At his workshop 
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at Saardan, he received the news of the division of 
Poland, promised thirty thousand men to king Au- 
gustus, and gave orders to his army assembled in the 
Ukraine, against the Turks. From Amsterdam he 
sailed to England, and he always declared, that he 
had learned more during his visit to this country, 
than any where else. The Dutch carpenters had 
taught him the practical part of ship-building, but the 
English instructed him in the fundamental principles 
of the art : his attention was also directed to arithmetic, 
watchmaking, hydraulics, and astronomy. Wishing 
to introduce every species of knowledge within his 
dominions, he sent into Russia a colony of between 
six and seven hundred ingenious men, in the several 
arts and professions. 

After visiting Vienna, he returned to his own 
country, where he carried into effect surprising reforms 
in every branch of the Church and State. Aware 
likewise, that politeness and civilization cannot be in- 
troduced or preserved without the intercourse of the 
two sexes, he established assemblies, at which he him- 
self appeared, and to which he invited ladies, who 
dressed after the manner of the southern nations of 
Europe. 

Convinced that while the capital of the empire was 
an inland city, Russia would never become a maritime 
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and commercial nation, he laid the foundations of the 
important city of St. Petersburg, in a marshy spot of 
ground, close to the Baltic sea, where not a cottage 
existed, and at a time when he was carrying on an 
obstinate war with the neighbouring country, Sweden. 
He worked with his own hands at the first house, and 
himself drew the plan of a small fort, upon an island 
facing the town. The Swedes looked with indiflference 
upon this establishment in a marsh, which large ships 
could not approach ; but they soon saw the fortifi- 
cations advancing, a great city forming, and at length 
the little island of Cronstadt become an impregnable 
fortress, under the cannon of which, the lai^st fleets 
may ride in safety. 

St. Petersburg gradually became a splendid city, 
and Russia has, since the time of the patriotic and 
persevering Peter, ranked among the other kingdoms 
of Europe, both as to power and civilization. 



THE EMPRESS-QUEEN MARIA THERESA. 

THE illustrious Maria Theresa had scarcely been 
invested with the regal purple, when she found 
herself encompassed by enemies, each more eager than 
another to devour the possessions bequeathed to her 
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by her ancestors. In this distressing situation, she 
acted with becoming magnanimity, nor once betrayed 
the weakness or the terrors of a woman. She quitted 
Vienna, and threw herself into the arms of the Hun- 
garians. Having assembled the four orders of the 
state, with her eldest son, afterwards the Emperor 
Joseph, in her arms, she addressed them in Latin, a 
language which she perfectly understood ; telling them 
that abandoned by her friends, persecuted by her ene- 
mies, attacked by her nearest relations, she had no 
resource left, but to stay in that kingdom, and commit 
her person, her children, her sceptre, and her crown, 
to the care of her faithful subjects. The Palatines, at 
once softened and inflamed by this pathetic speech, 
drawing forth their sabres, exclaimed as one man, 
" Moriamur pro regina nostra, Maria Theresa." 
Supplied with money from England, Holland, Flan- 
ders, and Venice, but principally supported by her 
own magnanimity, and the desperate ardour of her 
troops, this great queen stood out against, and finally 
triumphed over, the combination against her. 

After the death of her consort, the Empress Maria The- 
resa had never appeared either at court diversions, or in 
the theatre ; when in the evening of the 19th of Feb- 
ruary, 1768, whilst employed, in her dressing-gown, 
in her cabinet, she received information, by a courier 
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from Florence, of the birth of her grandson, Francis. 
Without any attendants, she rushed through the ante- 
room and the adjoining corridors to the theatre, con- 
tiguous to the palace, burst open the door of the im- 
perial box, pushed through all the chamberlains, 
, arch-dukes, and arch-duchesses, to the front of the 
box, and enthusiastically cried out to the pit, in the 
homely dialect of her people, " Der Leopold hat ein 
Bueb'n ! " Language is inadequate to express the 
eflfect produced by these words. This mother of her 
people was sure of the sjnnpathy of her subjects, and 
she could not rest, till she had made them participators 
in her happiness. 



THE CITIZENS OF CALAIS. 

AFTER his great victory over the French at Crecy, 
Edward the Third marched to Calais, with the 
intention of besieging it, and finding it too strong to 
be taken by storm, sat down before it, determined to 
subdue it by famine. 

John de Vienne, a valiant knight of Burgundy, was 
the governor of Calais, and being supplied with every 
thing necessary for defence, he encouraged the towns- 
men to perform to the utmost their duty to their king and 
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country ; and to make the provisions that were in the 
town last the longer, he turned seventeen hundred old 
people, women, and children, out of it. When Edward 
saw all these forlorn wretches thrust out at the gates, 
he had compassion on them, gave them food and 
money, and let them pass through his army in safety. 
After the siege had lasted eleven months, the garrison 
were in so much distress for want of food, that they 
were reduced to eat horses, dogs, and cats, till even 
these failed, and De Vienne found himself ohliged to 
capitulate : he offered to deliver to Edward the city, 
with all the possessions and wealth of the inhahitants, 
provided he allowed them to depart with Ufe and 
liberty. As Edward had long before expected to 
ascend the throne of France, he was exasperated to 
the last degree against these people, whose sole valour 
had defeated his warmest hopes, and he was determined 
to take an exemplary revenge. He answered by Sir 
Walter Manny, that they all deserved capital punish- 
ment, as obstinate traitors to him, their true and no- 
table sovereign ; that, however, in his wonted cle- 
mency, he would pardon them, provided they would 
deliver up to him six of their principal citizens, with 
ropes about their necks, as victims of due atonement, 
for that spirit of rebellion, with which they had in- 
flamed the common people. 
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When Sir Walter Manny had delivered his mes- 
sage, consternation and dismay were impressed on 
every face, and to a long and dead silence, sighs and 
groans succeeded. At length, Eustace de St. Pierre, 
one of the principal citizens rose, and addressed the 
assembly. " My friends and fellow citizens, you see 
the condition to which we are reduced : is there any 
expedient by which we may avoid the desolation and 
horrors of a sacked city ? My friends, there is one. 
Are there any here to whom virtue is dearer than life? 
Let them oflFer themselves an oblation for the safety of 
their people !" 

He spake — but a universal silence followed: at 
length he resumed. " It had been base in me, my 
fellow-citizens, to promote a sacrifice in others, which 
I was not willing to make in my own person, and 
indeed the station I occupy gives me a right to be 
the first in giving my life for your sakes. I give it 
freely : I give it cheerfully : who comes next?" " Your 
son," exclaimed a youth, not yet come to maturity. 
" Ah, my child," cried St. Pierre, " I am then twice 
sacrificed. But no — I have rather begotten thee a 
second time. Who next, my friends ? this is the hour 
of heroes." " Your kinsman," cried John de Aire. 
" Your kinsman," cried James Wissart. " Your kins- 
man," cried Peter Wissart. " Ah," exclaimed Sir 
Walter Manny, " why was I not a citizen of Calais !" 
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The sixth victim was still wonting, but was quickly- 
supplied by lot, from numbers who were now emulous 
of following so noble an example. The keys of the 
city were then delivered to Sir Walter : he took the 
six prisoners into his custody, and led them into the 
king's presence. Edward, who was highly incensed 
at the length and diflBiculty of the siege, ordered them 
to be led to execution ; but Queen Philippa fell on 
her knees before him, and besought him to spare them. 
He granted the request of a wife whom he loved, and 
to whom he was recently indebted for an important 
victory over the Scots : she had the six brave citizens 
conducted to her apartment, where she entertained 
them honorably, and sent them back to the town, 
bestowing on them many rich presents. 
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True nobility is exempt from fear. Shaksfeare. 



PERSONAL courage is truly a princely quality, 
and I can scarcely note down all the instances 
that occur to me, in which it has been exhibited, even 
at an early age, by illustrious persons both in ancient 
and modem days. 
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LETTER FROM THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON 
TO LADY SARAH NAPIER, 

INFORMING HER OF A WOUND RECEIVED BY HER SON. 

Gallegos, 29th Jan. 1812. 
My dear Madam, 

I AM sorry to tell you that your son George was 
again wounded in the right arm so badly last night, 
in the storm of Ciudad Rodrigo, that it was necessary 
to amputate it above the elbow. He, however, bore 
the operation remarkably well, and I have seen him 
this morning, free from pain and fever, and enjoying 
highly his success before he had received his wound. 
When he did receive it, he only desired I might be 
informed, that he had led his men to the top of the 
breach before he fell. Having such sons, I am aware 
that you expect to hear of those misfortunes, which I 
have more than once had to communicate to you; 
and notwithstanding your affection for them, you have 
so just a notion of the value of the distinction they are 
daily acquiring for themselves, by their gallantry and 
good conduct, that their misfortunes do not make so 
great an impression upon you. Under such circum- 
stances, I perform the task which I have taken upon 
myself with less reluctance, hoping at the same time 
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that this will be the last occasion, on which I shall 
have to address you upon such a subject ; and that 
your brave sons will be spared to you. Although the 
last was the most serious, it was not the only wound 
that George received during the siege of Ciudad Ro- 
drigo ; he was hit by the splinter of a shell in the 
shoulder, on the l6th. Believe me, &c. 



YOUNG NAPOLEON, 

THERE was at Schoenbrun in 1816, a young lion, 
which had been presented to the Emperor of 
Austria, and which, being very young, was nursed by 
two goats. The emperor, his two daughters, and his 
grandson, the King of Rome, went one day to see this 
lion, and the archduchess approaching very near, one 
of the goats came forward in a menacing attitude. 
Young Napoleon seeing this, ran to the goat, took 
hold of her horns, and said to his aunt, " Vous pouvez 
vous approcher maintenant, ma tante : je la retiens." 
The emperor was extremely pleased with the spirit of 
his grandson, and said, '* That is well, my boy : I see 
you choose the right way, where there is danger." 
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CHRISTINA, QUEEN OF SWEDEN. 

CHRISTINA of Sweden, from her very infancy, 
made excursions with her father, Gustavus Adol- 
phus : before she was two years old, he carried her to 
Cahnar. The governor, fearing to terrify the prin- 
cess, desired to know if it was Ids majesty's pleasure, 
that the cannon of the fortress and garrison should 
make the accustomed salutes. Gustavus at first hesi- 
tated, but after a few moments silence, ^' Let them 
fire," said he ; ^^ she is the daughter of a soldier, and 
it is proper the sound should be familiar to her." 
The child was so far from being frightened at this 
military explosion, that she laughed, clapped her hands, 
and by her gestures and joy, expressed a desire that 
they would fire again. Gustavus observed with com- 
placency these marks of natural intrepidity in his 
daughter. From this time he always took her with 
him when he reviewed his troops, and remarking the 
pleasure she discovered at these martial appearances, 
he once said to her, " We will go away now, but I pro- 
mise you, that one day or other, I wiU carry you to a 
field, where you shall see finer sights." " To my mis- 
fortune," says this princess in relating the fact, " death 
prevented him from keeping his word, and me from 
the happiness of serving an apprenticeship under so 
complete a master." 
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GUSTAVUS VASA, KING OF SWEDEN. 



Meme quand Toiseau marche, on sent qu'il a des ailes. 



ONE day, when Gustavus Vasa was only five years 
old, he was running among some low bushes in 
a wood, when his preceptor, to deter him, told him to 
be careful, for that he had heard there were snakes in 
that wood. " Then," said the young prince courage- 
ously, " give me a stick, and I will kill them." 



HENRY, PRINCE OF WALES, SON OF JAMES 
THE FIRST. 

THE courage and fearlessness of Henry, Prince of 
Wales, son of James the First, showed themselves 
from his earliest years. Being asked, very young, 
what instrument of music he liked best, he answered, 
a trumpet, in the sound of which, and of drums, and 
of small and great pieces of ordnance shot off near 
him, he took great delight. He was scarce seven 
years old^ when a boy of good courage, and almost a 
year older, falling by accident to blows with him, and 
exerting his whole strength, his Highness not only had 
the superiority in the contest, when they were parted, 
biit loved his antagonist the better ever after, for his 
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spirit. While he was a child, he wept much less than 
most others of his age. Having once hurt both his 
hands with a fall, so that they bled, though the severity 
of the pain extorted some tears, yet he rose up with a 
smile, and dissembled what he suffered. Looking 
once upon some who were hunting a deer, and being 
asked whether he liked that sport, he answered, " Yes, 
but I love another kind of hunting better : hunting of 
thieves and rebels with brave men and horses." 

He was hardly ten years of age, when being desirous 
to mount a horse of prodigious mettle, and refused the 
assistance of his attendants, who thought it too hazar- 
dous an attempt, he got up himself from the side of a 
bank, and spurred the animal to a full gallop, in spite 
of the remonstrances of those who stood by ; and at 
last, having thoroughly exercised the horse, he brought 
him in a gentle pace back, and dismounting, said to 
them, " How long shall I continue to be a child in your 
opinion ?" None of his pleasures, indeed, savoured the 
least of the child. He was a particular lover of horses, 
and what belongs to them, and it appeared that when 
he went hunting, it was rather for the pleasure of gal- 
loping, than for that which the dogs gave him. He 
played willingly at tennis, and at another Scots diver- 
sion very like mall ; but this always with persons elder 
than himself, as if he despised those of his own age. 
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After the hours devoted to study, he employed the rest 
of the day in tossing the pike, or leaping or shooting 
with the bow, or throwing the bar, or vaulting, or some 
other exercise of that kind, and he was never idle. 
He shewed himself likewise very good natured to his 
dependants, supporting their interests against any 
persons whatever: any thing that he undertook for 
them or for others, he pushed with such zeal, as was 
sure to give success to it, for he exerted his whole 
strength to accomplish whatever he desired. 

From his childhood he took great interest in naval 
affairs, and when about ten years old, a small vessel 
was built for his amusement and instruction, in the 
business of shipping and sailing. He also gave the 
strictest application to his own improvement in military 
exercises, and the whole theory of war. He practised 
tilting, charging on horseback with pistols, and caused 
new pieces of ordnance to be made, with which he 
learned to shoot level at a mark. He delighted to 
converse with men of skill and experience in war, 
both of his own country and foreigners, concerning 
every part of their profession, and entertained in his 
house a Dutch captain, who was an engineer, and had 
been recommended to him by Count Maurice. He 
collected in his court a number of young gentlemen of 
the greatest spirit and courage; and he contracted 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 COURAGE. 

and cultivated an acquaintance with the most celehrated 
officers of Upper and Lower Germany, and indeed 
throughout Europe. 

When he was about fifteen years old, his Highness, 
not only for his own recreation, but likewise from a 
laudable ambition of shewing the world what might be 
expected from him, under the name of McBliades,* 
Lord of the Isles, (an ancient title, due to the first born 
of Scotland,) did by some persons appointed for that 
purpose, in the chamber of presence before the King, 
Queen, and whole court, deliver a challenge to all 
knights of Great Britain, and on the appointed day, 
the great feat of arms was performed at the palace of 
WhitehaU, in the presence of the King and Queen, 
the Ambassadors of Spain and Venice, and of all the 
Peers and great ladies of the kingdom, with a multi- 
tude of others of inferior rank. His Highness main- 
tained the barriers against aU adventurers, assisted 
only by six young noblemen. Against these challengers 
came six and fifty defendants, consisting of Earls, 
Barons, Knights, and Esquires. Every challenger 
fought with eight several defendants, two combats at 



« The prince was wont to use that name in the challenges of his 
martial sports and masquerades, which in anagram maketh a word 
most worthy of such a knight as he was, MUet d Deo. 
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two different weapons, push of pike and single sword. 
The prince himself gave and received thirty two 
pushes of pike, and ahout three hundred and sixty 
strokes of swords, and performed his part very well 
and gracefully, and to the admiration of all the spec- 
tators. 



EDWARD, THE BLACK PRINCE. 

EDWARD, the Black Prince, then about sixteen 
years of age, made his first essay in arms at the 
battle of Crecy. He led his Hne to the charge with 
so much bravery, that the Earl of Warwick, appre- 
hensive of the event, from the superior number of the 
French, despatched a messenger to the king, and en- 
treated him to send succours to the relief of the prince. 
Edward had chosen his station on the top of a hiU, 
and surveyed in tranquillity the scene of action. When 
the messenger accosted him, his first question was, 
whether the prince was slain or wounded. On re- 
ceiving an answer in the negative, " Return," said he, 
" to my son, and tell him that I reserve the honour of 
this day to him : I am confident that he will shew him- 
self worthy of the honour of knighthood^ which I so 
lately conferred upon him : he will be able, without 
my assistance, to repel the enemy.'* This speech 

M 
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being reported to the prince and his attendants, in* 
spired them with fresh courage : they made an attack 
with redoubled vigour on the French, and soon en- 
tirely routed them. 



THE CHEVALIER BAYARD. 

BAYARD, afterwards sumamed Le Chevalier sans 
peur et sans reproche, had scarcely attained his 
thirteenth year, when his father, oppressed with years 
and with wounds, and feeling his end approach, sent 
for his four sons, and in presence of their mother, 
asked them what mode of life they would embrace. 
The eldest said, he would live with his parents^ as 
long as Heaven should preserve them to him, and 
would then live in tranquillity upon his paternal es- 
tates. Bayard, the second, spoke after his brother, 
and said with a decision and vivacity beyond his age, 
that inheriting from his father and a long line of an- 
cestors, a name illustrious in arms, and great exam- 
ples of warlike virtues, he entreated him to approve of 
his imitating them : that this was his inclination, and 
that he hoped, by God's help, not to derogate from the 
glory of those of his house, whose great acts he had 
often heard cited. At this discourse, his father could 
not restrain his tears, and said to him, <^ My son, may 
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God give you his grace : you have already the face 
and figure of your grandfather, who was one of the 
most accomplished gentlemen of his time : your reso- 
lution delights me, and in a short time I shall second 
it, hy placing you in the house of some prince, where 
you may make your apprenticeship in arms." 



^A^«A/N/WWVAA/tA/\/\/«^MM<\AMAMA/\ 



THE CHEVALIER DE BOUFFLERS. 

THE Chevalier de Boufflers was destined from his 
infancy to be a soldier. His grandfather, the 
Duke de Boufflers, governor of Flanders, full of the 
noble deeds of his ancestors, was anxious that his grand- 
son should resemble them, and support the honour of 
the family. Such an education was therefore given to 
him, as was likely to inspire his infant mind with 
courage, and a love of glory : he was set to read the 
History of Cyrus, the battles of Alexander and Han- 
nibal, the Lives of Duguesclin, of the Chevalier Bay- 
ard, and of Henry the Fourth, the histories of the 
Great Conde, of Louis the Fourteenth, and of Mar- 
shal Villars. At seven years old, the little Ambrose 
was not only acquainted with the lives of the greatest 
warriors, but could perform his exercise with the pre- 
cision of an old soldier, and in his ninth year he had 
also acquired a knowledge of tactics, and the art of 
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attack and defence. He could give the word of com- 
mand for the different evolutions^ and drew up with 
skill a little army ; for one of the favourite amuse- 
ments of his childhood, was to place and move in dif- 
ferent directions, little pasteboard models of cavalry, 
infantry, and pieces of artillery. As a military man 
is likely to travel in foreign countries, the parents of 
young Boufflers spared no pains to make him ac- 
quainted with the modern languages, particularly the 
German, English, and Italian, which he learned in a 
few months, by means of conversation. 

He had scarcely attained his tenth year, whrai his 
father received orders to join the French army which 
was acting in Germany, against the Empress Maria 
Theresa, and her ally, George the Second of Eng-^ 
land : the child entreated to be allowed to accompany 
him, and his father consented, proud to see his son so 
early desirous of entering the career, in which his an- 
cestors had so nobly distinguished themselves. 

Arrived at the camp, Ambrose de Boufflers, not- 
withstanding his rank, asked and obtained leave from 
his father, to partake the lodgings, the rations, and 
the severe duties of the private soldiers, till he should 
by his own merit earn promotion. He soon learned 
to sleep soundly on the bare ground, and when his 
father, after the first night of this trial, went to inquire 
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how he had slept, the child, quite fresh and merry, 
leaped into his arms, saying, " How can I regret my 
nice bed at Paris ? I have been dreaming that I was a 
Field-Marshal !" He rose through all the gradations 
of rank, till he was made a Comet, and on the very- 
day of his promotion, he was engaged in active ser^ 
vice. The following is a letter that he wrote to his 
mother, giving her an account of the enterprise: 

Chere Maman, 

Ne soyez pas inqui^te ni tourmentee en voyant que 
mon 6criture est si tremblee ; je n ai pas encore lliabi- 
tude d'ecrire de la main gauche, et j'ai eu la droite 
un pen blessee hier par le sabre d'un Houlan, qui 
voulait me prendre mon joli drapeau. C'eut ete beau, 
n'est-ce pas, de me le laisser enlever par I'ennemi, 
quand je ne Tavais encore que depuis trois heures ! 
car c'est hier que papa m'a confie le guidon que j'ai 
bravement defendu, je vous le jure. A peine etais 
je installe dans mon emploi d'officier, qu'il m'a fallu 
escorter une compagnie de cent vingt cavaliers qui 
allaient au fourrage ; nous allions la comme a une pro- 
menade, et vraiment e'en ^tait une bien amusante, pour 
moi surtout, qui voyais pour la premiere fois, tant de 
braves gens sous mes ordres. Mais voila qu a notre 
retour, nous sommes enveloppes par une bande de ces 
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vilains AUemands, qui tombent sur nous, en poussant 
des cris qui vous feraient bien peur si vous pouviez 
les entendre. D*abord cela m'a un peu etourdi ; j'ai 
vide les etriers, et je suis tombe sous mon cheval; 
mais bientot la presence d'esprit m'est revenue, je suis 
remonte a cheval, et j'ai fait le coup de pistolet contre 
ceux qui s'achamaient apr^s moi. Nous n'avons perdu 
personne ; et le plus malade de Taffaire, c'est mon 
pauvre chapeau, qui a ete perce de trois balles ; heu- 
reusement on pouvait le remplacer ; mais une perte 
irreparable que je craignais de faire pendant le com- 
bat, c'etait ceUe de mon brave domestique, ce pauvre 
Francois, qui a dix fois risqu^ sa vie pour sauver la 
mienne. Je n'ai pas besoin de vous dire, chere ma- 
man, si papa m'a bien embrasse quand il m'a vu reve- 
nir au camp ; jamais il ne m'avait tant aim^ que dans ce 
moment la, et cependant vous savez combien il m^aime, 
II vous dira lui-meme, si je me suis bien conduit dans 
ma premiere affaire. Quant k moi, je me sens la main 
gauche si fatiguee, que je n'ai plus la force que de vous 
dire, que tons les matins et tons les soirs, je prie le bon 
Dieu de me faire la grace de vous revoir quand la 
campagne sera terminee." 

During the three months that preceded the great 
battle of Dettingen, the Chevalier de Boufflers under- 
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went many fatigues and dangers — long marches, nights 
without sleep, difficult posts to sustain ; but Ambrose 
Boufflers always obeyed orders without murmuring, 
and often gave to older soldiers the example of sub- 
mission and courage. On the morning of the battle, 
he said to his father, '* Papa, to-day we shall gain 
glory." " May you say true !" replied M. de Bouf- 
flers, gravely ; *' I think the battle will be rather hot. 
In case we should not see each other again, let us em- 
brace," and he pressed his son to his heart. " One 
more kiss for mamma," added M. de Boufflers, " and 
then think only of doing your duty." 

A few hours after, the combat began, and the firing^ 
cpntinued without interruption for many hours : whole 
corps were swept away by the cannon, and the ground 
was covered with the dead and the dying. Towards 
the conclusion of the battle, which had before gone in 
favour of the French, the English, commanded by King 
George the Second, made an unexpected movement, 
by which the French general was deceived : the Eng- 
lish fired on the French army point blank ; the first 
batteries were dismounted : terror and confusion spread 
from rank to rank. The Chevalier de Boufflers, estab- 
lished at a post which he could not quit without orders, 
saw all his men fall dead at his side : he remained 
firm, till his left leg was shattered by a bullet : he be- 
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came insensible, and fell vndet his horse. A brave 
soldier, regardless of his own safety, took the child 
upon his shoulders, and fled with him towards the 
coips of reserve. Three times is he stopped by the 
Austrians, three times he shows the wounded child, 
names Boufflers, and is allowed to pass. He arrives 
at length at the French camp, and the young Cheva-- 
lier de Boufflers, having revived, is informed, that owing 
to the severity of the wound, it wfll be necessary to am- 
putate the leg. " Well," said he cheerfully, " it is better 
to lose one's leg than one's head ;" and he was about 
to undergo the amputation courageously. ** But," said 
he, " do people ever die under the operation ?" The 
surgeon was silent. The child then understood all the 
danger of his situation, and requested the delay of half 
an hour, not from fear, but because he wished to write 
a letter to his mamma. This letter was more tremu- 
lously written than the former, for he was suffering 
greatly : here is a copy of it. 

" Chere Maman, 
Je viens de recevoir une blessure a la jambe ; je ne 
vous cacherai pas qu'il faut absolument qu'on me la 
coupe. Je souffre plus que je ne pourrais vous dire ; 
mais c'est moins de mon mal que de la douleur que 
vous allez ressentir de ce malheur. Je pense bien sur- 
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vivre k Toperation; mais, si Dieu en ordonne autre- 
ment, que j'aie au inoins^ la consolation, de vous em- 
brasser dans cette tettre. Qu'elle soit pour vous, ch^re 
maman, une nouve^e preuve de mon tendre souvenir, 
et de ma reconnaisance pour vos bienfaits.'* 

When he had finished this letter, Ambrose de Bouf- 
flers resigned himsetf into the hands of the surgeons. 
M. de Boufflers was present, and holding his son's 
hands in his, exhorted him to courage. ** Dear papa," 
said he, smiling, *^I have more courage than you." 
But soon the smiles vanished,, he turned pale. '* Ah, 
I am dying," said he : " Papa, I am going to leave 
you ; carry one last kiss to mamma ;" and the father, 
bursting into tears, bent down to receive the last caress 
of his heroic son. 



CATO THE YOUNGER. 

SYLLA used sometimes to send for Cato and his 
brother Csepio, and to talk familiarly with them, 
a favour, which by reason of his dignity, he conferred 
on very few, and which they owed to his former inti- 
macy with their father. Sarpedon thinking such an 
intercourse a great advantage to his pupil, both in point 
of honour and safety, often took Cato to pay his res- 

N 
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pects to the dictator. Sylla's house at that timfe looked 
like a place of execution, such were the numbers of 
people tortured and put to death there. Cato, who 
was now in his fourteenth year, seeing the heads of 
many illustrious p^sons carried out, and observing 
that the bystanders sighed in secret at these scenes of 
blood, asked his preceptor why somebody did not kill 
that man. " Because," said he, " they fear him, even 
more than they hate him." " Then," said Cato, '* give 
me a sword, that I may kill him, and deliver my coun- 
try from slavery." When Sarpedofi heard such a speech 
from the boy, and saw with what a stern and angry 
look he uttered it, he was greatly alarmed, and watched 
him narrowly afterwards, to prevent his attempting 
some rash action. 



ISADAS, A SPARTAN YOUTH. 

WHEN the Thebans, under £paminondas, at- 
tacked the city of Sparta, Agesilaus defended 
it with a vigour beyond his declining years ; Archida- 
mus also distinguished himself, but Isadas, the son of 
Fhaebibas, was the most extraordinary and striking 
spectacle, not only to his countrymen, but to the ene- 
my. He was tall and beautiful in his person, and just 
growing from the boy into the man : he had but a few 
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iKiinutes left the bath, when the rumour spread that the 
Thebaus had crossed the Eurotas : naked and newly 
anointed with oil, a spear in one hand, and a sword iij 
the other, he rushed out of his house, and having made 
his way through the combatants, he dealt his deadly 
blows among the^ enemy's, ranks, striking down every 
man he engaged. Yet he received not one wound 
himself ; whether it was that Heaven preserved him 
in regard to his valour, or whether he appeared to his 
adversaries as something more than human. It is said, 
the Ephori honoured him with a chaplet for the great 
things he had performed, but at the same time fined 
him a thousand drachmas for going to battle without 
his armour. 



ALEXANDER THE GREAT, AND BUCEPHALUS. 

WHEN the horse Bucephalus was offered to 
Philip of Macedon, at the price of thirteen ta- 
lents, or £2518 15^. sterling, the king, with the prince 
and many others, went into the field to see some trial 
made of him. The horse appeared extremely vicious 
and umnanageable, and was so far from suffering him- 
self to bq mounted, that he would not bear to be spoken 
to, but tunjed fiercely upon all the grooms. Philip 
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was displeased at their bringing him so wild and un- 
governable a horse, and bade them take him away. 
But Alexander, who had observed him well, said, 
" What a horse are they losing, for want of skill and 
spirit to manage him!" Philip at first took no notice 
of this ; but, upon the prince often repeating the same 
expression, and showing great uneasiness, he said, 
" Young man, you find fault with your elders, as if 
you knew more than they, or could manage the horse 
better." " And I certainly could," answered the prince. 
" If you should not be able to ride him, what forfeiture 
will you submit to for jour rashness?" " I will pay 
the price of the horse," 

Upon this, all the company laughed, but the king 
and prince agreeing as to the forfeiture, Alexander 
ran to the horse, and laying hold on the bridle, turned 
him to the sun ; for he had observed, it seems, that 
the shadow which fell before the horse, and continually 
moved as he moved, greatly disturbed him. While 
his fierceness and fury lasted, he kept speaking to him 
softly and stroking him ; after which he gently let fall 
his mantle, leaped lightly upon his back, and got his 
seat very safe. Then, without pulling the reins too 
hard, or using either whip or spur, he set him going. 
As soon as he perceived his uneasiness abated, and 
that he only wanted to run, he put him in a full gallop, 
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and pushed him on, both with the voice and with the 
spur. 

Philip and all his court were in great distress for 
him at first, and a profound silence took place. But 
when the prince had turned him, and brought him 
straight back, they all received him with loud accla- 
mations, except his father, who wept for joy, and kiss- 
ing him, said, " Seek another kingdom, my son, that 
may be worthy of thy abilities ; for Macedonia is too 
small for thee." 
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Presence of mind, and courage in distressi 
Are more than armies^ to secure success* 



PRESENCE of mind is a quick perception of what 
is right, with the power of acting upon that per^ 
ception. To Princes, whose lofty station and important 
functions render them liable to sudden, calls for decir 
sive action, this quick judgment may prove of vital 
importance. That firmness of character which is 
foimded upon strong principle, added perhaps to per- 
sonal courage, is the quality which most gives promise,, 
that such a power will manifest itself in. the i]ipi]ient, 
of danger. 
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RICHARD THE SECOND. 

DURING the rebellion of Wat Tyler, in the reign 
of Richard the Second, the king passing along 
Smithfield, very slenderly guarded, met with Wat 
Tyler, at the head of the rioters, and entered into a 
conference with him. Tyler, having ordered his com- 
panions i.0 reftire till he should give them a signal, 
feared not to come into the midst of the royal retinue. 
He there behaved himself in such a manner, that 
Walworth, the mayor of London, not able to b^ar his 
insolence, drew his sword, tod struck him so violent 
a blow as brought him to the ground, whef e he was 
instantly despatched by others of the king's attendants. 
The mob, seeing their leader fall, prepared themselves 
for revenge; and this whole company, with the king 
himself, had undoubtedly perished on the spot, had it 
not been for the extraordinary presence of mind which 
the young king, then only sixteen years of age, dis- 
covered on the occasion. He ordered his company to 
stop ; advanced alone towards the enraged multitude ; 
and accosting them with an affable and intrepid coun- 
tenance, said to them : " What is the meaning of this 
disorder, my good people ? Are you angry that you 
have lost your leader ? I am your king : I will be your 
leader." The populace, overawed by his presence, 
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mechanically followed him. He led them into the 
fields, to prevent any disorder that might have arisen 
by their continuing in the city, and after granting 
them the charters that they demanded, he peaceably 
dismissed them. 



MARGARET OF ANJOU, AND HER SON. 

AFTER the signal defeat of the Lancastrians at 
Hexham, Margaret of Anjou fled with her son 
into a forest, where she endeavoured to conceal her 
self, but was beset, during the darkness of the night, 
by robbers, who either ignorant of her quaKty, or re- 
gardless of it, despoiled her of her rings and jewels^ 
and treated her with the utmost indignity. The par- 
tition of this rich booty raised a quarrel among them, 
and while their attention was thus engaged^ she took 
the opportunity of making her escape with her son 
into the thickest of the forest, where she wandered 
some time, spent with hunger, fatigue, and affiction. 
While in this wretched condition, she saw a robber 
approach with a naked sword; and perceiving that 
she had no means of escape, she suddenly embraced 
the resolution of trusting entirely for protection, to his 
faith and generosity. She advanced towards him, 
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and presenting to him the young prince, said, " Here, 
my friend ! I commit to your care the safety of your 
King's son." The man, whose humanity and gene- 
rous spirit had been obscured, not entirely lost, by his 
vicious course of life, was struck with the singularity 
of the event, was charmed with the confidence reposed 
in him, and vowed not only to abstain from all injury 
to the Princess, but to devote himself entirely to her 
service. By his means she dwelt some time concealed 
in the forest, and was at last conducted to the sea- 
coast, whence she made her escape into Flanders. 




o 



Digitized by 



Google 




PRINCELY BEARING. 



LE jour oil, jeune encore, on revfet la puissance. 
On grandit sous son poids ; pour secouer Fen- 
fance, 
Sur les degres du trone il suffit d'un instant, 
Et Tenfant couronne devient homme en montant. 

Casimih Delavigne. 
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GEORGE, PRINCE OF WALES, AFTERWARDS 
GEORGE THE FOURTH. 

HIS Royal Highness, George, Prince of Wales, 
afterwards George the Fourth, was invested with 
the insignia of the Garter at the early age of three 
years ; but even this was not his first appearance in 
public life, as a short time previous, he had received 
in person, an address from the Ancient Britons, a so- 
ciety which has a peculiar claim to the patronage of 
the heir apparent. The address was with great good 
sense well adapted to his infantine years, and he ap- 
peared perfectly capable of comprehending the stew- 
ards, when they told him that his royal parents remem- 
bered no period of their lives too early for doing good, 
and hoped that when a few short years should call 
forth his virtues into action, he would recollect with 
pleasure the occurrence of that day. 

His Royal Highness, no doubt prepared by parental 
care for the occasion, listened with attention to the 
address, and distinctly repeated his answer : *^ Gentle- 
men, I thank you for this mark of duty to the king, 
and wish prosperity to this charity." 
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AT an Installation of the Knights of the Garter, at 
Windsor/ when his Majesty's second son, Prince 
Frederic, appeared very uneasy and restless under his 
great cap and feather, his brother, the Prince of Wales, 
who was but one year older, called one of his people, 
and said, " Go to the Bishop of Osnaburg, and tell 
him, I desire he will remember that he is not in the 
nursery." 



THE PRINCESS AMELIA. 

MISS Bumey, in her Diary, says of the Princess 
Amelia : " She is a most lovely little thing, just 
three years old, and full of sense, spirit, and playful 
prettiness : yet decorous and dignified when called 
upon to appear en princesse to any strangers, as if 
conscious of her high rank, and of the importance of 
sustaining it. By practice and example, taught her 
own consequence, she conducts herself upon all proper 
occasions, with an air of dignity that is quite astonish- 
ing, though her natural character seems all sport and 
humour." 

" When we became a little acquainted, the Queen 
desired me to take her by the hand, and lead her down 
stairs to the King, who was waiting for her in the gar- 
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den. She trusted herself to me with a grave and exa- 
mining look, and showed me, for I knew it not, the 
way. The King, who dotes upon her, seemed pleased 
to see me bring her. He took her little hand, and 
led her away." 



HENRY, PRINCE OF WALES, SON OF 
JAMES THE FIRST. 

THE feast of St. George being celebrated at Wind- 
sor, on the 2nd of July, 1603, Henry, Prince of 
Wales, then ten years old, was invested with the Order 
of the Garter ; and after the ceremony was over, being 
in his robes presented to the Queen, the noblemen 
present highly commended him for several of his 
quick witty answers, princely carriage, and reverend 
obeisance at the altar; all which appeared very strange 
to them, and the rest of the spectators, considering his 
tender age, and his being, till then, altogether unac- 
quainted with the matter and circumstances of that 
solemnity. 



JAMES the First, in order to make his eldest son, 
Henry, Prince of Wales, apt to learn, told him one 
day, that it behoved him to apply diligently to his 
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book, saying that otherwise his brother, Duke Charles, 
who seemed ah'eady to love his book, would prove 
more meet for government and counsel, whereas he, 
not being learned, would be only fit for martial affairs, 
and the exercises of the body. He answered nothing, 
bearing, as he always did, a due respect to his majesty ; 
but his governor, soon after, using the same speech as 
a persuasion to diligence, his highness asked him, 
whether he really thought his brother would prove so 
good a scholar, and being answered that it was likely, 
" Then," quoth his highness, " will I make him Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury." 



CHRISTINA OF SWEDEN. 

UPON the death of Gustavus Adolphus, King of 
Sweden, great dissensions broke out among the 
princes of the kingdom, and all things seemed to 
threaten the horrors of a civil as well as a foreign war. 
Christina, the only child of Gustavus, now six years 
old, was the only hope of her country. The States of 
Sweden assembled, and the marshal of the diet opened 
the proceedings, by proving her right of inheritance, 
and then proposed that Christina should be crowned : 
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he was interrupted by a member of the order of the 
peasants, named Larsson, who called out, " Where is 
this daughter of Gustavus ? we don't know her : let 
her be produced." The whole community presently 
began to murmur, repeating the same words. To ap- 
pease their clamour, the grand marshal went to the 
palace, and taking Christina in his arms, carried her 
into the midst of the Senate. Larsson advanced, and 
examining her attentively, cried out, " Yes, it is she ! 
Behold the features, the brow, the very face of Gus- 
tavus Adolphus ! We will have her for our sovereign : 
Let her be seated on the throne immediately, and pro- 
claimed king^ 



CHRISTINA of Sweden> thus came to the throne 
at the early age of six years. This august child 
delighted to appear in state ; for when the Russian 
ambassadors came to ratify their alliance with the 
Swedes, it was apprehended Christina would be terri- 
fied at the appeamnce of so numerous a train of Mus- 
covites, with long beards, monstrous dresses, singular 
ceremonies, and something barbarous even in their 
politeness ! But, on the contrary, this interview, which 
had been represented as rather tremendous^ was to her 
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quite an entertaining spectacle. Elevated upon a 
throne, Christina acted the queen with great steadi- 
ness and dignity; appearing to the ambassadors as 
one born to command, in whom the daughter of the 
hero and the king could not be concealed. 



ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 

WHILE Alexander was yet very young, ambassar 
dors from Persia happening to arrive in the 
absence of his father Philip, Alexander received them 
in his stead, and gained upon them greatly by his 
politeness and solid sense. He asked them no childish 
or trifling questions, but enquired the distances of 
places, and the state of the roads through the upper 
provinces of Asia : he desired to be informed of the 
character of their king, in what manner he behaved to 
his enemies, and in what the strength and power of 
Persia consisted. The ambassadors were struck with 
admiration, and looked upon the celebrated shrewd- 
ness of Philip as nothing in comparison with the lofty 
and enterprising genius of his son, 
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KING PORUS. 

WHEN Porus was taken prisoner, Alexander 
asked him how he desired to he treated. He 
answered, " Like a king." " And have you nothing 
else to request ?" said Alexander. ** No," answered 
Porus ; " every thing is comprehended in the word 
king." Alexander, who was himself " every inch a 
king," knew how to appreciate his magnanimity : he 
not only restored him his own dominions immediately, 
which he was to govern as his lieutenant, but added 
very extensive territories to them. 
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Horatio, I am dead, 
Thou livest ; report me and my cause aright. 



Shaksfeare. 



'*T1EPUTATI0N, or the opinion of the world, 
XV cannot be too highly prized by princes, none 
of whose actions are indiflferent, who are * the observed 
of all observers.' A negligence respecting public opi- 
nion, or a contempt for the judgment of posterity, 
would be inexcusable in those, whose conduct must, 
in no inconsiderable degree, give in their own time, 
the law to manners, and whose example will hereafter 
be adduced by future historians, either to illustrate 
virtue, or to exemplify vice, and to stimulate to good 
or evil, monarchs yet unborn." 

Mrs. H. More. 
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YOUNG NAPOLEON. 



THE King of Rome, son of Napoleon, was generally 
very docile, but now and then he gave way to 
great fits of passion. One day when he was screaming 
and rolling upon die floor, Madame de Montesquieu, 
his governess, began to shut all the shutters and blinds 
pf the room : the child forgot his little fury, and asked 
her what she was doing. " I am afraid you should be 
heard," said she* " And why ?" ** Do you suppose 
the French people would have you for their prince, if 
they knew you gave way to passion in this manner?" 
" Do you think they could hear me ?" " Certainly." 
'' I am very sorry: forgive me. Mamma Quiou," so 
he always called Mad. de Montesquieu, " I will be 
good." 



THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, GRANDSON OF 
LOUIS THE FIFTEENTH. 



You know, what great ones do 

The less will prattle of. Shakspeare. 



THE little Duke of Burgundy, having once been 
inattentive at his lessons, his governor said : 
*^ Fame will go and publish every where how naughty 
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you are, and the people will take you to be a bad 
prince. ** Ah," replied he softly, and quite grieved, 
" do not let my governess and my valet tell any one, 
and then Fame will not know of it." 



THE EMPEROR AUGUSTUS. 

THE Emperor Augustus anxiously enquired of the 
friends who surrounded his deathbed, whether 
he had properly fulfilled his duties, and made the Ro- 
man people happy. On their answering in the aflSr- 
mative, " Then," said he, ** give me your applause ;" 
and so saying, and adding a few last words to his em- 
press, he expired. 
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KINDNESS AND DELICACY OF 
FEELING. 



Defect of manners, want of government, 

Pride, haughtiness, opinion, and disdain ; 

The least of these, haunting a nobleman, 

Loseth men's hearts, and leaves behind a stain 

Upon the beauty of all parts besides. 

Beguiling them of commendation. Shakspeare. 



ATTENTION to the wishes and feelings of others, 
is a duty in persons of all ranks, but more par- 
ticularly is this delicacy of feeling, this habitual kind- 
ness of heart, amiable in Princes, from whom a word 
or a look, may produce pain, or confer happiness. 

Kindness, attention, and all the outward graces, 
should be the effect of habits and dispositions lying in 
the mind, and ready to show themselves in action, 
whenever the occasion presents itself. 
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THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTE OF WALES. 

DURING the last illness of an old female attend- 
ant, formerly nurse to the Princess Charlotte of 
Wales, the princess visited her every day, sat by her 
bedside, and with her own hand administered the me- 
dicine prescribed. When death had closed the eyes 
of this poor woman, instead of fleeing in haste from an 
object in general so appalling to the young and gay, 
the princess remained and gave utterance to her feel- 
ings, on viewing the remains in that state, from which 
majesty itself cannot be exempt. A friend of the de- 
ceased seeing lier Royal Highness was much affected, 
said, ** If your Royal Highness would condescend to 
touch her, the impression perhaps would be less pain- 
ful." ** Touch her," replied the princess, " yes, poor 
thing, and kiss her too ; almost the only one I ever 
kissed, except my poor mother !" Then bending her 
head over the body of her humble friend, she pressed 
her lips to the cold cheek, while tears of emotion flowed 
from her eyes. 
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THE PRINCESS SOPHIA. 

MR. Webb, a Windsor musician, who was master 
to the young princesses, daughters of George 
the Third, had a nose, from some strange calamity, of 
so enormous a size, that it covered all the middle of 
his face. When first Mr. Webb was to go to the 
Princess Sophia, who was then just nine years old, 
Queen Charlotte, her mother, told her he had had 
some accident to disfigure his whole face, by making 
him an enormous nose ; but desired her to remember, 
this was a misfortune for which he ought to be pitied, 
and that she must be sure not to laugh at it, or stare 
at it ; and she minded this very well, and behaved 
always very properly. But while Lady Cremorne was 
at the Loc^e, she was one day with the princess when 
Mr. Webb came to give her a lesson. As soon as he 
was named, the princess coloured very red, and ran 
up to Lady Cremorne, saying to her in a whisper, 
" Lady Cremorne, Mr. Webb has got a very great 
nose, but that is only to be pitied, so mind you do not 
laugh." 
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QUEEN CAROLINES LESSON TO HER 
DAUGHTER. 

THE tenderness of Queen Caroline, consort of 
George the Second, for the feelings of others^ 
was always superior to court etiquette. One day, ob- 
serving that one of the princesses made one of her 
ladies stand a long time, whilst she was talking to her 
on some trifling subject^ the queen determined to take 
an early opportunity of giving to her daughter a prac- 
tical reprimand for her conduct, which would carry 
more weight with it^ than a mere precept could con<> 
vey. For this purpose, when her Royal Highness 
came as usual, to read to her in the evening, and was 
drawing a chair to sit down> the Queen motioned to 
her to stand, and thus to commence the evening's 
amusement ; and for an hour she kept her standing ; 
until seeing her almost exhausted, her majesty ob- 
served, " Now, my dear, you may sit down : you will 
now be able to judge of the impropriety of subjecting 
your ladies to etiquette unnecessarily." 



THE DAUPHIN, SON OF LOUIS THE SIXTEENTH. 

BEFORE.the breaking out of the French Revolu- 
tion, the Dauphin was already, at four years old, 
much talked of for his beautiful person, and precoci- 
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ous powers of mind, and many would go from Paris, 
to walk in the park of St. Cloud, in the hope of seeing 
him. A lady, celebrated as an instructress of young 
people, went among others, but was introduced by a 
lady of the court, to the interior of the palace, and 
when about to be presented to the Dauphin, she asked 
the same favor for her pupils. When the three little 
ladies had had the honor of kissing the Dauphin's 
hand, he himself advanced to their governess, and 
said, with admirable discernment of what was due to 
her age and superior endowments, " But you, madam : 
I beg you will kiss my cheek." 



CLERI, in his account of the imprisonment of the 
unfortunate Louis the Sixteenth and his family, in 
the Temple, relates the following interesting anecdote 
of the little Dauphin, then about eight years old. 

" One night, when recovering from my illness, 
having put the prince to bed, I retired to give place to 
the queen, and princesses, who came to embrace him, 
and wish him good night. Mad. Elizabeth, who had 
been prevented from speaking to me, by the watchful- 
ness of the municipal officers, took advantage of this 
moment to put into the prince's hand a little box of 
ipecacuanha lozenges, which she charged him to give 

Q 
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me when I returned. The princesses retired into their 
apartment, the king into his closet, and I went to sup- 
per. I returned at about eleven o'clock into his ma- 
jesty's chamber, to prepare his bed : I was alone, and 
the prince called to me in a low tone of voice : I was 
much surprised that he was not asleep, and fearing he 
was indisposed, asked him how it happened: ^^My aimt 
gave me a little box for you," said he, " and I would 
not go to sleep till I had given it to you : I am glad 
you are come, for my eyes have shut up several times." 
Mine were filled with tears : he perceived it, embraced 
me, and in two minutes was fast asleep. ^ 



THE DAUPHIN, FATHER OF LOUIS THE 
SIXTEENTH. 

A WOUNDED officer once presented to Louis, 
Dauphin of France, father of Louis the Sixteenth, 
a petition, requesting an advance of pay, to enable him 
to visit some mineral waters, for the recovery of his 
health : his paleness and weakness sufficiently proved 
that his request was reasonable. The Dauphin was 
much aflfected, and turning to the Duke de Chatillon, 
his governor, said, ** This poor man cannot wait for 
the affair to go through the regular forms : I feel in- 



Digitized by 



Google 



DELICACY OF FEELING. 115 

clined to give him a sufficient sum to visit the waters. 
The duke much approved this generous impulse, and 
the prince immediately presented him double the 
amount of the advance he had asked, saying, " This 
9um will enable you to make the journey, and on your 
return, you can solicit the advance." 



THE DUKE DE CHARTRES, FATHER OF KING 
LOUIS-PHILIPPE. 

THE Duke de Chartres, father of Louis-Philippe, 
the present King of France, gave audience at the 
early age of fourteen, and among the officers of all 
ranks, belonging to his regiment, and his father's, who 
presented themselves, he remarked one, who much 
interested him, by his fine countenance, and melan- 
choly air. On inquiry, he learned that he was ex- 
tremely poor, and denied himself every luxury, in order 
to support his mother and two sisters, who depended 
entirely upon him. After this information, the duke 
laid by the whole of his pocket money for two months, 
when it amounted to forty louis : his difficulty was how 
to convey this sum to the officer, when fortunately, he 
received a present of a large quantity of sugar-plums, 
aud it occurred to him, to fill several twisted papers 
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with sugar-plums, and to enclose his forty louis in the 
same way ; the next time the poor officer appeared at 
the audience, the duke said in a joking manner, that 
he had had some sugar-plums given to him, and was 
going to distribute a few to every one present. The 
poor officer found his packet so heavy, that he made a 
movement of surprise, but the prince motioned him to 
be silent. When he left the Palais-Royal, however, 
his gratitude was still more indiscreet than his surprise, 
for he repeated the story to every one. 



MARIA LECZINSKA, QUEEN OF LOUIS THE 
FIFTEENTH. 

MARIA Leczinska, Queen of Louis the Fifteenth, 
passing through the apartments of Versailles 
one day, with her usual suite, was accosted unceremo- 
niously by a peasant, who said to her, " Now, my good 
Queen, I have come from a great distance on purpose 
to see you; pray let me enjoy this pleasure at my 
ease." " Very willingly, my good woman," said the 
Queen, stopping, and she began to ask her questions 
about her country, and her family. The villager re- 
tired, transported with her kindness. 
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THE EMPRESS QUEEN, MARIA-THERESA. 

A POOR woman, above a hundred years old, had 
been in the habit of presenting herself on Holy 
Thursday, among the poor women, whose feet the 
Empress-Queen, Maria-Theresa, washed on that day. 
At length her infirmities prevented her from reaching 
the palace, and she sent a message to the Empress, 
telling her how deeply she regretted not being able to 
form one at this pious ceremony, not so much from 
the honour she should have received, as because she 
was thus deprived of the happiness of seeing her adored 
sovereign. The princess, touched at the sentiments 
of the good woman, went herself to the village she in- 
habited, to pay her a visit : she found her confined to 
her homely couch. " You are sorry you could not go 
to me," said the kind Maria-Theresa : " be comforted ; 
I am come to see you." The poor woman was over- 
powered at such condescension : her eyes were filled 
with tears : her open mouth refused to utter a word : 
she clasped her hands, and looked upon her sovereign 
as an angel from heaven, come to console her for her 
sufierings. The Empress talked with her a long time, 
and then left her a sum of money sufficient to procure 
her every comfort. 
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A RUSSIAN PRINCESS. 

MICHAEL Schuppach, the Swiss doctor, who by 
the wonderful cures he wrought on persons who 
had been given up by regular physicians, obtained so 
great a celebrity during the last century, was often 
visited by persons of distinction and fortune, from 
every country in Europe. 

There were once assembled in Michael Schuppach'a 
laboratory, a great many distinguished persons, some 
to consult him, and some out of curiosity : among them 
were many French ladies and gentlemen, and a Rus- 
sian Prince, with his daughter, whose singular beauty 
attracted general attention. A young French Mar- 
quis attempted^ for the amusement of the ladies, to 
display his wit on the miraculous doctor ; but the lat-. 
ter, though not much acquainted with the French lan- 
guage, answered so cleverly^ that the Marquis had 
not the laugh on his side. During the conversation, 
there entered an old peasant meanly dressed, with a 
snow-white beard, a neighbour of Schuppach's. The 
doctor directly turned away from his great company, 
to his old neighbour, and hearing that his wife was ill, 
set about preparing the necessary medicine for her, 
without paying much attention to his more exalted 
guests, whose business he did not think so pressing. 
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The marquis was now deprived of one subject of his 
wit, and therefore chose to turn his jokes against the 
old man, who was waiting while his neighbour, Mi- 
chael, was preparing something for his old Mary. 
After many silly observations upon his long white 
beard, he offered a wager of twelve louis d'or, that none 
of the ladies would kiss the old feUow. The Russian 
Princess hearing these words, made a sign to her at- 
tendant, who brought her a salver. The Princess put 
twelve louis d or on it, and had it carried to the mar- 
quis, who, of course, could not decline to add twelve 
others. Then the fair Russian went up to the old 
peasant and said, '* Permit me, venerable father, to 
salute you after the fashion of my country." Saying 
this, she embraced him^ and gave him a kiss. She 
then presented him the gold which was on the salver, 
with these words : " Take this as a remembrance of 
me, and as a proof that the Russian girls think it their 
duty to honour old age." 



ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 

ALEXANDER the Great, during the time that 
the wife, mother, and children of Darius were 
his prisoners, behaved towards them with the utmost 
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delicacy, politeness, and humanity; and having re- 
ceived from Macedonia a great quantity of purple 
stuflb and rich habits, made after the fashion of that 
country, he presented them to Sysigambis, the mother 
of Darius, together with the artificers who had wrought 
them. He likewise commanded the messengers to tell 
her, that in case she fancied those stuflb, she might 
make her grandchildren learn the art of weaving them, 
by way of amusement ; and to give them to whomso- 
ever they should think proper. At these words, the 
tears that fell from her eyes shewed but too evidently 
how greatly she was hurt at this proposal ; the working 
in wool being considered by the Persian women as 
highly ignominious. Those who carried these pre- 
sents, having told the king that Sysigambis was very 
much dissatisfied, he thought himself obliged to make 
an apology for what he had done, and administer con- 
solation to her. Accordingly, he paid her a visit, 
when he spoke thus : " Mother, the stuflF in which you 
see me clothed, was not only a gift from my sisters, 
but was wrought by their fingers. Hence, I beg you 
to believe, that the custom of my country misled me ; 
and do not consider that as an insult, which was owing 
entirely to ignorance. I believe I have not as yet 
done any thing which I knew interfered with your man- 
ners and customs. I was told, that among the Persians 
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it is a sort of crime for a son to seat himself in his 
mother s presence, without first obtaining her leave. 
You are sensible how cautious I have always been in 
this particular, and that I never sat down till you had 
first laid your commands upon me to do so. And as 
the highest testimony of the veneration I have for you, 
I have always called you by the tender name of 
mother, though this belongs properly to Olympias 
only, to whom I owe my birth." 
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Homo sam, hamani nihil a me alienam puto. 



HUMANITY or Mercy is the first great attribute 
of the Deity, who " maketh his rain to fall upon 
the just and upon the unjust ; " and it is a signal proof 
of the Divinity of the Christian Religion, that the 
duty which it inculcates above all others, is Charity. 

To feel for the suflFerings of others, seems like an 
instinct implanted in Human Nature, and we are told 
that the line of Terence, which I have placed at the 
head of this chapter, simple as the sentiment appears, 
drew down a thunder of applause from the Roman 
audience. 

For the practice of this virtue, no age is too early, 
and we have some pretty instances of very young 
Princes, who have exhibited Benevolent Feelings. 
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THE YOUNG PRINCES OF BRUNSWICK. 

AFTER the battle of Leipsie, a subscription was 
set on foot throughout England, for the benefit 
of the widows and orphans of those who had fallen. 
The two little princes of Brunswick, then residing near 
London, agreed together, to give all their pocket- 
money, with the addition of a hoard of old foreign 
coins, which they had been for some time accumulating, 
in aid of the fund. They requested their tutor to take 
them to one of the houses where subscriptions were 
received, and then, to his great surprise, produced the 
bag in which their treasure had been kept, and begged 
the amount might be received. 



o 



NAPOLEON, KING OF ROME. 

NE day, when the little king of Rome was amusing 
himself in observing the passers-by, he saw under 
the window where he was standing with his governess, 
a woman in deep mourning, leading a little boy, of 
three or four years old, dressed also in black. He had 
in his hand a paper, which he held up to the prince, 
as if he wished to give it to him. 

"Why is that poor little boy dressed in black?" 
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said the king of Rome. ^^ No doubt, his papa is dead,'' 
replied his governess. The young prince then ex- 
pressed his desire to speak to the little petitioner, and 
Mad. de Montesquieu gave orders to bring in the 
mother and the child. They were introduced to the 
son of Napoleon, who hearing that the lady was the 
widow of an officer, killed in the preceding campaign, 
took upon himself to present the petition to the em- 
peror. 

The next day, when he went to pay his respects to 
his father, he gave him the petition of his protege. 
" Papa, this is the petition of a little boy, dressed all 
in black, and whose papa died in your service: he 
asks for a pension for his mamma^ who is very un- 
happy." " Come," said the emperor, " you are begin- 
ning to grant pensions pretty early I But, so much 
the better." 

The brevet of the pension was made out in the 
course of the day, with orders for the treasurer to pay 
a year in advance. 



THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTE OF WALES. 

DURING the residence of the Princess Charlotte 
of Wales at Bognor, an officer of long standing 
in the army was arrested for a small sum, and being 
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at a distance from his firiends, and unable to procure 
bail, he was on the point of being torn from his family, 
to be conveyed to Arundel gaol. The circumstance 
came to the knowledge of the Princess, who, in the 
momentary impulse of generous feeling, exclaimed " I 
will be his bail ! " Then recollecting herself, she in- 
quired the amount of the debt ; which being told her, 
'* There," said she, handing a purse with more than 
the sum, " take this to him : it is hard that he, who 
has exposed his life in the field of battle, should ever 
experience the rigours of a prison." 



i«<w\^^»^WM^^w^w»^^<^»»»>^^»^<M^V 



THE CHILDREN OF GEORGE THE THIRD. 

ONE day at breakfast, whilst his Majesty, George 
the Third, was reading the newspaper to the 
Queen, one of the youngest of the Princesses said, 
" Mamma, I cannot think what a prison is?" Upon 
its being explained^ and understanding that the 
prisoners were often half-starved, the child replied, 
** That is very cruel, for the prison is bad enough 
without starving ; but I will give all my allowance to 
buy bread for the poor prisoners." Due praise was 
given for this benevolent intention, which was directed 
to be put in force, together with an addition from the 
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royal parents ; and many a person was relieved, wijkb* 
out knowing his benefactors. 



THE DAUPHIN, SON OF LOUIS THE SIXTEENTH. 

MARIE Antoinette, with the view of inculcating 
sentiments of humanity in the Dauphin, took 
him to see various hospitals and charitable institu- 
tions in Paris: he was particularly interested at the 
Enfans Trouves^ and on his return, repeatedly said 
to his Mamma : " Mamma, when shall we go again ? " 
He immediately began to lay by part of his pocket- 
money, in a little casket that Madame Elizabeth had 
given him, and with some additions from her, his little 
treasure soon amounted to a considerable sum. The 
king, who was not in the secret, saw him one day, 
very busily employed, in counting and piling up hds 
pieces of money. " Why, Charles, you are saving up 
your money like a miser ! " Coloring at the very word, 
Miser, the young prince said : '* Yes, papa, I am a 
miser, but it is for those poor Foundling Children.: 
Ah, if you could see them : you would so pity them I " 
Charmed at his sensibility, the king took him into his 
arms, and ended by completely filling the casket. 
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THE little Dauphin, having one day been rather 
idle, and 'inattentive to his lessons, his Mamma 
thought proper, as a penance, to take from him his 
favourite little dog, Moufflet, and shut him up in a 
dark closet. This was a sad privation to poor Moufflet 
also, who was extremely fond of his young master : 
he began to whine, then to growl, then to scratch 
against the door, and at length to bark most terribly. 
The Dauphin could bear it no longer, and ran to the 
Queen's apartment. " Mamma," said he " Moufflet is 
very unhappy, yet it is not he who has been naughty. 
If you will let him out, I will go into his place, and 
stay as long as you please." His proposal was acceded 
to, Moufflet was set at liberty, and the Prince remained 
quietly in the dark closet, till his Mamma chose to re- 
lease him. 

THE DUKE DE CHARTRES, NOW KING OF THE 
FRENCH. 

MAD. de Genlis relates the following anecdote of 
her eldest pupil, the Duke de Chartres, the 
present king of the French. 

" During our stay at Spa, we were advised to make 
an excursion to the old castle of Franchimont, situated 
on the summit of a high mountain, from which there 
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is a most Splendid view : we were told, at the same 
time, that many prisoners for debt were confined within 
the castle. M. de Chartres cried out, in the impulse 
of the moment, that if there were prisoners in <9ie 
castle, the view would not be at all beautiful to him ; 
and he immediately proposed to make a subscripti<m to 
deliver them. I much approved the idea, and thanks 
to the ardent zeal of the prince, the necessary sum 
was soon collected, and the prisoners liberated. We 
then ascended the mountain, and were indeed en- 
chanted with the prospect." 



A LETTER FROM THE DUKE DE CHARTRES TO 
MAD. DE GENLIS, HIS GOVERNESS. 

" TE me priverai de mes menus plaisirs jusqu a la fin de 
^ mon education, c'est k dire jusqu' au premier Avril 
1790, et j'en consacrerai I'argent h, la bienfaisance. 
Tons les premiers [du mois nous en deciderons I'em- 
ploi ; je vous prie d'en recevoir ma parole d'honneur 
la plus sacree. Je prefererais que ceci ne fut que de 
vous a moi ; mais vous savez bien que tons mes secrets 
sent et seront toujours les votres." 



Digitized by 



Google 



BENEVOLENCE. 129 



PULCHERIA, DAUGHTER OF MAD. DE GENUS. 

MAD. de Genlis gives us the following beautiful 
anecdote of her younger daughter, Pulcheria, 
whom she educated with the princes of Orleans. 

" Pulcheria possessed, what is more valuable than 
the most brilliant talents, a noble and disinterested 
character, and a feeling heart. When she was about 
fifteen, and we inhabited Belle Chasse, I was aware 
that she assisted a poor old woman who lived near us, 
and I imagined that her care was confined to giving 
her the greater part of her pocket-money, and the 
sums that she received on her own birthday, on that 
of her father, and on New Year's day. It was the win- 
ter season, and a particularly severe one. As I regu- 
lated every expense at Belle Chasse, I had ordered 
that but three logs of wood should be taken every 
morning into my daughter's room. I perceived that 
every morning when she came into my apartment, she 
had a chilly appearance that I had never before per- 
ceived in her ; she shivered, and sat almost in the fire- 
It was in vain I scolded her, she never answered, but 
on the following day the same thing took place, and 
this went on for six weeks. At length my faithful 
Florian, who had always an eye to the interests of the 

s 
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house, told me he had discovered that a little scullion 
named Albinori, carried away every morning very 
early, a certain quantity of wood; and that, when 
taken in the fact, he had insolently refused to enter 
into any explanation. I sent for Albinori, and ques- 
tioned him with great severity, which did not seem to 
frighten him : he declared that he had acted by the 
orders of Mad'!' de Genlis, who went without fire, in 
order to give all her wood to her poor old womarij and 
Albinori, in confiding this to me, with all the import- 
ance of an ambassador, charged with an honourable 
mission, begged me not to say a word to MadV* de 
Genlis, as she had made him promise to keep it a great 
secret. Inexpressible indeed was my pleasure at this 
discovery. 

I sent a load of wood to the poor woman, on con- 
dition that Fulcheria should make use of her own three 
logs. To endure bodily sufiering for the sake of doing 
good, is certainly the most rare and most affecting 
kind of charity, and a few days afterwards, Fulcheria 
made a charming observation to me, when I asked her 
whether she was not pleased to have her fire again, 
while she was dressing ; " Mamma," said she, *' I have 
lost the habit of enjoying a fire in my chamber." 
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MARIA-THERESA, EMPRESS OF AUSTRIA. 

MARIA Theresa was admitted by her father, the 
Emperor Charles the Sixth, at the early age of 
fourteen, to be present at the sittings of the council. 
She always sat silent, but it was observed that, how- 
ever protracted the deliberations, she never betrayed 
any signs of weariness, but listened with the most eager 
attention to all she could, and all she could not under- 
stand. The only use she made, of her new privilege, 
was to be the bearer of petitions in behalf of those who 
prevailed on her benevolence or her youthful inexpe- 
rience, to intercede for them. The emperor, becoming 
at length impatient at the increasing number of these 
petitions, said to her on one occasion, " You seem to 
think a sovereign has nothing to do but to grant 
favors !" " I see nothing else that can make a crown 
supportable," replied his daughter : she was then about 
fifteen. 



THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, GRANDSON OF 
LOUIS THE FIFTEENTH. 

MANY clever preceptors, many excellent fathers, 
induce their young people to give money to the 
poor, but these gifts, says Kxag Stanislaus, seldom have 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 HUMANITY OR 

the eflfects that are expected from them, because thfcy 
are not always the fruit of personal sacrifice and pri*-: 
vation, Louis, Duke of Burgundy, of whom I have 
already spoken, was accustomed to perform charitable 
and generous actions, but always at his own expense. 

He had long desired to have a little park of artil- 
lery, and a very complete one was offered to him, at 
the price of a hundred louis d'or. The money was 
ready, and the prince was on the point of making the 
purchase, when he heard a brave officer spoken of, who 
was ruined by an unexpected change in some military 
arrangements. Having asked the particulars, and 
learned that this brave soldier, full of honour and pro- 
bity, was reduced to sleep in a garret, and possessed 
nothing but the clothes he wore, " Come," said he, 
'*no artillery ;" and he sent the hundred louis d'or to 
the poor and virtuous captain. 



GETA, SON OF THE EMPEROR SEVERUS. 

THE Roman Emperor Septimus Severus, after his 
victories over the generals Niger and Albinus, 
returned in triumph to Rome, where he exercised great 
severities, and condemned to death twenty-nine sena- 
tors, whom he accused of having favored his enemies, 
but whose guilt was never proved. 
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. His younger son Geta was only eight years old when 
this occurred, but he appeared so deeply afficted when 
he heard Severus order so many executions, that the 
emperor perceived it, and said to him, " My child, it 
is so many enemies from whom I am delivering you/' 

The little prince then, in a low tone, asked his at- 
tendants, whether these unfortunate persons had not 
children, relations, and friends, and as they were 
obliged to tell him, that they had many, " There will 
be then," said he, " more persons to weep at our vic- 
tory, than to rejoice with us." 

Such a reflection, from a child of eight years old, 
made a great impression upon the emperor, who would 
perhaps have pardoned his victims, had he not been 
incited to persevere in his cruel intentions, by Cara- 
calla, his elder son. 




Digitized by 



Google 




FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 



To err is human, to forgive, divine. Pope. 



THIS is the first and greatest of Christian virtues, 
and this precept alone, would set the Christian 
Religion above all human Institutions: no ancient 
legislator, no mere moral philosopher, ever imagined 
the putting of such a principle as this into the human 
mind. 

Our Saviour himself is our greatest and most touch- 
ing example of the practice of it: " Lord, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do ! " In the martyrs of 
old, and in other triply christian persons, who have suf- 
fered persecution to the death, we have proofs of the 
softening and calming power of this principle upon the 
mind. Charles the First of England, and Louis the 
Sixteenth of France, both very religious princes, de- 
prived by popular fury of their crown, and of their 
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life, pardoned their enemies with their latest breath. 
If we are wanting in instances of young princes, who 
have acted upon this precept, it is not that we fail in 
4^xamples of illustrious children, who have been early 
impressed with tridy christian principles, but that the 
active exertion of this virtue can seldom be called forth 
in them : who can offend, who can injure a little Prince, 
protected and overshadowed by the Throne, near 
which he stands ! I have however, one instance, and 
one so beautiful, that it well deserves to stand alone. 
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LOUIS THE SEVENTEENTH. 



Since the birth of Cain, the first male child, 
To him that did but yesterday suspire 
There was not such a gracious creature bom. 

Shakspeare. 

AFTER the execution of Louis the Sixteenth, the 
unfortunate Dauphin, then become Louis the 
Seventeenth, was torn from the arms of his mother, 
and placed in the charge of the brutal Simon, formerly 
a low shoemaker. 

The tender age, the innocence, the angelic counte- 
nance, the delicate health of the royal child, had no 
eflfect in softening the manners of this ferocious guar- 
dian. He made use of the most homd language in 
his presence, disturbed him from his sleep, often 
threatened to knock him down, and once, as a last 
refinement in cruelty, obliged the descendant of sixty 
kings to wait upon him at table. 

" Capet," said Simon one day to him, when the war 
of La Vendee seemed for a time to turn in favour of 
the Royalists, " If these Vendeans should deliver you, 
what would you do ?" " I would forgive you," replied 
the young king. 



Digitized by 



Google 
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Judge before Friendship, then confide till death. Young. 



THE pleasures of equal and disinterested Friend- 
ship are, as I formerly observed, but rarely to be 
enjoyed by Princes. Still, instances are not wanting, 
of illustrious persons who have had the happiness to 
find the bosom ftiend, the more than brother, where 
difference of rank has been lost sight of on both sides, 
by a sympathy of sentiments and pursuits. 

Holy Writ furnishes us with the example of David 
and Jonathan : the ancient poets tell us of Theseus 
and Pirithous, Orestes and Pylades, -^neas and Acha- 
tes: in the Grecian history we have Pelopidas and 
Epaminondas, Alexander and Hephsestion ; and are 
also told, that the tyrant Dionysius desired to be taken 
into the tie that bound Damon and Pythias. The 
Roman history presents us the example of Scipio and 
Lselius ; and in our own country we have the noble one 
of Sir Philip Sydney, and Fulk Greville, Lord Brook. 

Great indeed is the privilege that that man en- 
joys, who is the bosom friend of a brave and great 

T 
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man; and how highly Lord Brook appreciated this 
distinction, may be judged by the Inscription, which 
he himself ordered to be placed upon his monument : 

FULK GREVILLE, 

SERVANT TO QUEEN ELIZABETH, 

COUNSELLOR TO KING JAMBS, 

AND FRIEND TO SIR PHILIP SYDNEY. 

HENRY, PRINCE OF WALES, SON OF 
JAMES THE FIRST. 

HENRY, Prince of Wales, son of James the First, 
is one of the happy few, among persons of ex- 
alted rank, who have possessed a disinterested and 
affectionate friend. 

Of the young noblemen, who frequented the Prince » 
court, Sir John Harrington deservedly enjoyed the 
principal share of his Highness's favour and even 
friendship, being indeed in all respects one of the 
most virtuous and accomplished youths of his time, 
and an example to those of his rank in all ages. He 
was created Knight of the Bath, with the Duke of 
York and others, in January 1603, and was, as soon 
as he came to yfears of discretion, remarkable for his 
strict observance of the duties of piety both in public 
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and private, and his application to the study of polite 
learning. At the close of every week he examined 
himself, what progress he had made in virtue and 
goodness, and what fault he had committed during 
the course of it ; and kept an exact diary of his life* 
His liberality to the distressed was no less remarkable 
than his humanity and affability to all. The friend- 
ship between the Prince and Sir John Harrington, was 
cultivated by a correspondence of letters during their 
absence from each other, especially while the latter 
was on his travels abroad : they are in Latin, and are 
still extant. 

Soon after Sir John left England, he wrote to the 
Prince, regretting his absence from him in strong terms ; 
adding, that his grief was mitigated in some measure by 
these considerations ; first, that by his travels in other 
countries, and the experience which he might gain by 
it, he should some time or other be more qualified to 
execute his Highness's commands, which were and 
always should be sacred to him. Next that he had op- 
portunities of doing justice to the virtues of his High- 
ness at the courts of other Princes : he promised to be 
careful to keep an exact journal of his travels for the 
amusement of his Highness ; concluding, that he car- 
ried about him day and night in his bosom, and should 
for ever do so, and often kissed, that ring, which the 
Prince had presented to him, and which he esteemed 
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as a mark of bis Highnesses singular favour, in which 
he placed the height of all his fortunes. 

In another letter, he takes notice, that having now 
in the space of seven weeks, travelled through great 
part of the Low Countries, and seen three courts of 
princes, and as many universities, together with seve- 
ral large cities, fortified towns, and strong castles and 
forts, he had set down in Latin, as well as he was 
able, such observations as he could make, relating to 
politics, men eminent for authority, prudence, or 
learning, war, the present state of affiiirs, and the 
manners of the people ; in order at a proper time to 
give an account, how he had employed every day, to 
his Highness, to whom he devoted both himself and 
all his studies. For though he was thoroughly con- 
scious of the slendemess of his own abilities, yet he 
was unwilling to be one of those, who travel only to 
indulge themselves in a shameful pursuit of pleasures, 
or with a view of merely gratifying their eyes with 
novelties. On the contrary, he assured the prince of 
his own resolution to exert his utmost endeavours to 
improve himself by experience, that he might be able 
to serve his Highness with more dignity and ability. 
This alone was the sum of his hopes, and a sufficient 
incitement to him to go through all labours and fatigues. 

This promising young nobleman survived the Prince, 
his patron and friend, but by three months. 
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Dost thou 80 young 
Know when to speak, and when to hold thy tongue ? 

Dryden. 

THE success of many undertakings depends upon 
the Secrecy used in their commencement, and 
therefore the faculty of retaining within the mind, 
matters communicated in confidence, is very impor- 
pant in little Princes, and is by no means inconsistent 
with that open frankness in the general conduct, which 
is the great charm of youth, 

F^nelon, a very wise and experienced man, who 
wrote the poem of Telemaque, expressly for the 
guidance of the prince his pupil, makes Telemachus 
say : " The friends of my father took care to exercise 
me early in keeping secrets : from my very childhood, 
they confided to me all their anxieties, and conversed 
with me upon the most important affairs. I was 
enchanted that they should have this confidence in 
me ; it made me thiuk myself already a man, and 
never did I abuse it; never did the slightest word 
escape me, that could betray a secret." The bio- 
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graphers also, of two excellent young princes, Henry, 
Prince of Wales, and Louis, Duke of Burgundy, of 
both of whom I have related some anecdotes, mention 
as a promising trait in their childhood, their power of 
retaining the secrets confided to them. 




PAPIRIUS PR^TEXTATUS. 

PAPIRIUS Praetextatus obtained that surname in 
commemoration of an action of his, that gave 
great satisfaction to the Roman Senate, during the 
time that he still wore the Praetexta, a certain gown 
appropriated to young men. His father carried him 
to the senate-house, where affairs of the greatest im- 
portance were then in debate. On his return, his 
mother questioned him as to what had passed^ when he 
told her that it was a secret matter, which it was not 
proper for him to disclose. This only excited the 
lady's curiosity the more, and she pressed the lad so 
hard, that in order to get rid of her importunities,, 
he invented a subject of discussion, and told her, that 
the Senate were debating, whether it would be more 
advantageous to the republic to decree, that one 
husband should have two wives, or that one wife 



Digitized by 



Google 



SECRECY, 143 

should have two husbands. The mother of Papirius 
was alarmed, and communicated the secret to many 
other Roman matrons, who on the morrow went in 
a body to the senate house, and presented a petition, 
that rather than one man should have two wives, one 
woman should marry two husbands. The senators 
were in great astonishment at this strange petition, 
when young Papirius stepped forth, and unravelled 
the mystery : they were much amused at his expla- 
nation, and praised his wit and secrecy, but from that 
time it was made a law among the senators, that no 
son of a senator should be admitted to their meetings, 
Papirius excepted. 

HEPH^STION, FRIEND OF ALEXANDER 
THE GREAT. 

ALEXANDER the Great was not in the habit of 
communicating the contents of the letters he 
received from his mother, Olympias, even to his 
friend, Hephaestion. But one day, HephoBstion hap- 
pened to cast his eye upon one of them, when he 
went, according to custom, to read over the king's 
shoulder : Alexander did not hinder him from reading 
on ; only, when he had done, he took his signet ring 
from his finger, and pressed it upon the lips of Hae- 
phaestion. He knew that the slightest hint would 
secure his friend's silence. 
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TRUTH. 



O, Spirit, that dost prefer 
Before all temples, the upright heart and pure. 



Milton. 



TRUTH is the most beautiful of all things, and the 
love of it so characteristic of a noble mind, that 
in a Prince it is peculiarly becoming. 

We have several instances in history, of persons so 
celebrated among their fellow-citizens for their strict 
adherence to truth, that even in courts of justice their 
evidence has been admitted, without the customary 
form of administering the oath to them : this is told of 
Xenocrates, the philosopher, in ancient, and of Pe- 
trarch, the poet, in modem times. And it is said, that 
the regard which Cato had to truth was so generally 
acknowledged, that it was a common saying among 
the Romans : I could not believe such a thing, though 
Cato himself should aflbm it. 
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THE ARCH-DUCHESS, MARIE ANTOINETTE. 

THE Arch-duchess Maria- Antoinette, was asked hy 
her mother, the Empress-queen, Marie- Theresa, 
whether the letters and copies which were shewn as 
proofs of her improvement, were entirely her own 
doing. She was very fearful of injuring her governess 
by telling the truth, but notwithstanding, acknow- 
ledged, without attempting any evasion, that they had 
all been previously traced with a pencil. 



THE DAUPHIN, SON OF LOUIS THE SIXTEENTH. 

DURING the gloomy period of the imprisonment 
of the Royal Family of France, in the Temple, 
the king endeavoured sometimes to exercise and amuse 
his children, by proposing to them enigmas, and puz- 
zling questions. " Charles," said he one day, " what 
is it that is black and white, weighs scarcely an ounce, 
flies day and night like the wind, and tells us many 
things without speaking ?" " Papa," said the prince, 
« I think it is a horse." " A horse, Charles 1" '' Well, 
papa, a horse may be black and white." " Yes." " It 
goes quickly, and does not talk." " True, my little 
friend ; but a horse weighs a little more than an ounce, 
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and never tells us any thing." " Ah, I have guessed 
it ! It is the newspaper." " Right. I will give you 
another. Who is the most interesting lady, the most 
beautiful and noble" — " It is mamma," said the Dau- 
phin, embracing the queen. — " But I have not fi- 
nished — who is seldom followed, and often hated." 
*' Ah, this is difficult," said the Prince, and he con- 
tinued musing. " I know it, papa," said he ; " it is the 
goddess Truth ; but to tell you the truth, my sister 
whispered the answer to me." 



THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, GRANDSON OF 
LOUIS THE FIFTEENTH. 

LOUIS, Duke of Burgundy, was no less the enemy 
of falsehood, than of flattery. He owned his 
faults candidly, and would not allow them to be palli- 
ated through indulgence, or a weak desire to please 
him. Once, when he had been inattentive at his les- 
sons, and repeated badly the tasks that had been set 
him, a lady happened to enter from the queen, to en- 
quire whether the preceptor was satisfied with his 
pupil. " Entirely so," was the complaisant reply. As 
soon as the lady had left the room, " What, sir," said 
the Prince, '^ do you exhort me never to tell a lie, and 
do you lie for me, and in my presence I" 
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JOHN, KING OF FRANCE. 

IT was a beautiful saying of John, King of France, 
that if Justice and Good Faith were banished jfrom 
the earth, they ought still to find a dwelling-place in 
the- hearts of kings. And he proved that this was not 
merely a sentiment accidentally uttered, but a prin- 
ciple of action with him ; for Edward the Third, whose 
prisoner he was, having allowed him to return to 
France, to endeavour to raise the stipulated sum for 
his ransom, John, finding this impossible, owing to the 
impoverished state of his kingdom, returned to Eng- 
land, and gave himself up to his former captivity. 
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FLATTERY. 



Oh, that men's ears should be, 
To counsel deaf, but not to flattery* 



Shakspeare. 



HOWEVER careful the parents of young Princes 
may be, to surround them with persons of int^- 
rity, the voice of flattery will notwithstanding reach 
them, and no faculty is more important to them, than 
the power of discriminating between praise duly earned, 
and the adulation of selfish and interested persons. 

We have several examples of Princes, whose innate 
singleness of heart, and love of what is exact and true, 
have enabled them to detect and despise flattery. 
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THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, GRANDSON OF 
LOUIS THE FIFTEENTH. 

LOUIS, Duke of Burgundy, grandson of Louis the 
Fifteenth, was a jwrince of great promise, but died 
at the age of nine years, from the eflfects of a fall. He 
had a great aversion to all who flattered him, or con- 
cealed the truth from him. He took a great affection 
for one of his valets de chambre, named Tourol. ** How 
happy is Tourol I" said some one to him : " you al- 
ways seem delighted to see him, and allow him to be 
continually with you." •* It is true ;" replied the 
Prince, " I love him, because he does not spare me, 
but always reminds me when I am going to do any 
thing wrong." 

CANUTE THE GREAT. 

CANUTE, the greatest and most powerful monarch 
of his time, Ejng of Denmark and Norway, as 
well as of England, could not fail of meeting with 
adulation from his courtiers ; and some of them, break- 
ing out one day in admiration of his grandeur, ex- 
claimed, that his power was more than human, and 
that every thing was possible to him. Upon which 
the monarch, it is said, ordered his chair to be set on 
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the sea-shore, while the tide was coining in ; and bs 
the waters approached, he commanded them to retire, 
and to obey the voice of him who was lord of all. He 
feigned to sit some time in expectation of their sub- 
mission, but the sea rolling on, not only wetted the 
skirts, of his robe, but likewise splashed his limbs : he 
then turned to his courtiers, and remarked to them, 
that he, like every creature in the universe, was feeble 
and impotent, and that power resided with one Being 
only, in whose hands were all the elements, and who 
alone could say to the ocean, Thus far shall thou go^ 
and no farther. 
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JUSTICE. 



Justice, like the liberal light of heaven, 
Unpurchased, shines on all. 



Thomson. 



THE distribution of justice is the peculiar and most 
important function of royalty, and as its first 
principles are simple and immutable, they cannot too 
eariy form the subject of contemplation to a young 
Prince. 

" The virtuous soul is a storehouse, in which are 
treasured up the rules of action, and the seeds of mora- 
lity. All the laws of nations and wise decrees of 
state, the statutes of Solon, and the Twelve Tables, 
are but a paraphrase upon this standing rectitude of 
nature, this fruitful principle of justice, which is ready 
to run out and enlarge itself into suitable determina- 
tions, upon all emergent objects and occasions." 

Dr. South. 

7M 
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HENRY, PRINCE OF WALES, SON OF JAMES 
THE FIRST. 

HENRY, Prince of Wales, son of James the First, 
was remarkable for his adherence to justice upon 
all occasions, and never suffered himself to determine 
rashly, or till after a due examination of both parties. 
This love of justice shewed itself very early, in his 
favoring and rewarding those among his pages, and 
other young gentlemen placed about him, who, by men 
of great judgment, were thought to be of the best beha- 
viour, and most merit. And when he was but a little 
above five years of age, and a son of the Earl of Mar, 
somewhat younger than himself, falling out with one 
of his Highnesses pages, did him some wrong, the 
Prince reproved him for it, saying, " I love you, be- 
cause you are my lord's son, and my cousin ; but if 
you are not better conditioned, I will love such a one 
better :" naming the child who had complained of him. 
The love of justice shewed itself, as he grew older, 
in more important points. In his removal from one 
of his houses to another, and in his attendance upon the 
king on the same occasions, or in progresses, he would 
suffer no provisions or carriages to be taken up for his 
use, without full contentment given to the parties. 
And he was so solicitous to prevent any person from 
being prejudiced or annoyed by himself or any of his 
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train, that whenever he went out to hawk before har- 
vest was ended, he would take care that none should 
pass through the com ; and, to set them an example, 
would himself rather ride a furlong about. 

In the government of his household and manage- 
ment of his revenues, the same love of order and jus- 
tice were perceptible. He not only gave orders, but 
saw almost every thing done himself, so that there 
were scarce any of his domestics whom he did not 
know by name ; and though he loved plenty and mag- 
nificence in his house, he restrained them within the 
rules of frugality and moderation. He ordered to be 
set down in writing the several heads of all his annual 
charges ; the ordinary expense of his house and his 
stables ; that of his apparel and wardrobe ; his rewards, 
and every thing else that was to be issued yearly out 
of his coflfers. These he compared with his annual 
revenue, and so judiciously proportioned them by re- 
trenching what he found superfluous, and adding what 
was wanting, that he reduced the whole to a certainty, 
such as his revenues would defray, besides a yearly 
saving of some thousands of pounds, which he reserved 
for contingent and occasional exigencies. 

By this economy he avoided the necessity of being 
rigid to his tenants, either by raising their farms or 
fines, or seeking or taking advantage of forfeitures. 
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GUSTAVUS THE THIRD OF SWEDEN. 

A PERSON asked an audience of Gustavus the 
Third, the young King of Sweden, and told him 
he came to apprise him that a certain man attached 
to the court, was forming projects against his majesty. 
The king, aware that the informer was the enemy of 
the accused person, dismissed him saying, ^^ Go aiui 
he reconciled to your enemy, and then I may, perhaps 
listen to you, and helieve you." 



^MA^^^^^^l#«^«A^^«M/V^^^^^^^^^^V% 



CYRUS THE GREAT. 



XENOPHON tells us, that among the ancient Per- 
sians, the hoys who frequented the puhlic places 
of instruction, passed their time in learning Justice, 
and would tell you that they went for that purpose, as 
those with us who go to learn letters, tell you that they 
go for that purpose. And he gives us the following 
dialogue hetween Cyrus and his mother, illustrative of 
this. 

When Mandane was ahout to return home, and 
Cyrus expressed his desire to remain in Media with 
his grandfather, Mandane said, ^^ But how, child, will 
you be instructed here in the knowledge of justice when 
your teacher^ are in Persia ?" " O mother," said Cyrus, 
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" that I understand exactly already !" " How so ?" said 
Mandane. " Because my teacher," said he, " appointed 
me judge over others, as being very exact in the know- 
ledge of justice myself. But yet, I had some stripes 
given me, as not determining right in one judgment 
that I gave ; the case was this : A bigger boy, who 
had a little coat, stripping a less boy who had a larger, 
puts upon the little boy the coat that was his own, and 
puts on himself the coat that was the little boy's. I 
therefore passing judgment upon them, decreed that it 
was best that each should keep the coat that best fitted 
him. Upon which my teacher thrashed me, and told 
me, that if I had been constituted judge of what fitted 
best, I ought to have determined in this manner : but 
when I was to judge whose coat it was, then, said he, 
it must be inquired what right possession is ; whether 
he that took a thing by force, should have it, or whe- 
ther he who made it, or purchased it, should possess 
it ; and then he told me, that what was according to 
law was just ; and that what was contrary to law was 
violent : he bid me take notice, therefore, that a judge 
ought to give his opinion with the law. So, mother," 
said Cyrus, " I now understand exactly what is just." 
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GENEROSITY. 



His heart and hand both open, and both free ; 
For what he has, he gives, what thinks, he shews. 

Shakspeare. 



GENEROUS and liberal habits, whether in refer- 
ence to the purse, or to matters of opinion, or to 
the construction to be put upon the actions of others, 
should be much encouraged in young Princes, into 
whose minds nothing narrow or mean should ever be 
allowed to creep. 
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THE COMTE DE BEAUJOLAIS, BROTHER OF 
LOUIS-PHILIPPE. 

THE Comte de Beaujolais, one of the brothers of 
Louis-Philippe, the present King of the French, 
was asked one day, when he was about four years old, 
why he always gave his foster-sister, when she came 
to see him, his prettiest playthings. " Because," re- 
plied he, " I like them best myself, and therefore I 
think she will like them best." 



LOUIS THE TWELFTH OF FRANCE. 

IT was a noble saying of Louis the Twelfth of 
France, when he was reminded, on coming to the 
throne, that he could now be revenged upon his 
enemies, " The King of France avenges not the injuries 
done to the Duke of Orleans." 



EDWARD THE SIXTH. 

WHEN Prince Edward, afterwards Edward the 
Sixth, was about five years old, his godfather 
Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, sent him as a 
present, a complete little table service in polished 
sliver, worked in a superior manner : there were 
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dishes, plates, drinking cups, spoons, every thing, in 
short, necessary for a dinner, and all in a miniature 
size. The attendant who took this pretty present 
to the Prince, said to him, " See what has been sent 
to your Highness ! but you must not let any one touch 
them but yourself, or they will soon be spoiled.'* 
" What are you saying, my dear Spindbrok?" replied 
the royal child ; " I would rather never have a play- 
thing, than be obliged to keep it to myself." 



«MMMMMAMMMA«« 



CYRUS THE GREAT, AND CROESUS, KING 
OF LYDIA. 

CRCESUS once suggested to Cyrus, that by the 
multitude of presents he made, he would be a 
beggar, while it was in his power to lay up mighty 
treasures of gold for his own use : Cyrus then asked 
him thus : " What sums do you think I should now 
have in possession, if I had been hoarding up gold 
as you bid me, ever since I have been in power?" 
And Croesus, in reply, mentioned a mighty sum. 
Then Cyrus said, " Well, Croesus, do you send with 
Hystaspes here, some person in whom you have con- 
fidence; and do you Hystaspes, go about to my 
friends, tell them that I am in want of money for a 
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certain affair, and bid them furnish me with as much 
as they are each of them able to do, and tell them to 
write down the sum they can spare me, sign it, and 
deliver the letter to the officer of Croesus to bring me." 
When they had gone round, Croesus found, upon cal- 
culation, many times the sum that he had told Cyrus, 
he might now have had in his treasury if he hoarded. 
When it appeared to be thus, Cyrus said, " You see, 
Croesus, that I have my treasures too ; but you bid me 
hoard them up, to be envied and hated for them : you 
bid me place hired guards upon them, and in them to 
put my trust ; but I make my friends rich, and reckon 
them to be treasures to me, and guards both to myself, 
and to all things of value that belong to us^ and such 
as are more to be trusted, than if I set up a guard of 
hirelings." 
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A grateful mind. 
By owing owes not, but still pays ; at once, 
Indebted and discharged. Milton. 



IF it is the duty of the lowest and the poorest to re- 
member with gratitude, benefits conferred, how 
much more is it incumbent upon Princes, who have 
great things in their power, to return with gratitude 
and attachment, the anxious cares that have been 
bestowed upon their early years, and to seek to re- 
ward those, to whom they owe not only their mental 
and personal acquirements, but their virtuous habits 
and inclinations. 
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LOUIS THE SEVENTEENTH. 

ONE day the brutal Simon, in one of his fits of 
rage, rushed upon his victim, the unfortunate 
little Dauphin, and would have felled him to the 
ground, with a heavy iron bar that he had in his hand, 
but for the interference of M. Naudin, a surgeon, who 
was then attending the wife of Simon. The next time 
M. Naudin came to visit his patient, the Prince went 
up to him, and presenting him a pear which he had 
reserved from his homely supper, said to him, "I 
have nothing to give you but this pear, to prove my 
gratitude to you : accept it, pray : you will make me 
so happy !" 



THE FIRST DAUPHIN. 

THE First Dauphin, elder son of Louis the Six- 
teenth, while suflFering under his last illiiess, 
showed great attachment to M. de Bourset, his valet 
de chambre. He asked him one day for a pair of 
scissars, but this gentleman represented to him, that 
he had been forbidden to let him have them. He en- 
treated so much, that at length a pair was put into his 
hands. He then cut off a lock of his hair, which he 
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folded very carefully in paper, and presenting it to 
M. de Bourset, said : " This is the only present I can 
make you, Sir, having nothing of my own ; but when 
I am dead, you shall present this token to my papa 
and mamma ; it will remind them of me, and then I 
hope they will remember you." 



ALEXANDER, EMPEROR OF RUSSIA. 

THE attachment of Alexander, Emperor of Russia, 
for his preceptor La Harpe, was rather filial 
than that of a pupil ; his greatest delight was in his 
society, and he would cling round his neck in the 
most affectionate embraces, by which frequently his 
clothes were covered with powder. " See, my dear 
Prince," La Harpe would say, "what a figure you 
have made yourself." " Oh, never mind it," Alex- 
ander replied, ** no one will blame me for carrying; 
away all I can from my dear preceptor." 



THE following letter from Henrv, Prince of 
Wales, then about twelve years old, to his 
father, James the First, proves the regard and grati- 
tude he had for his master, Mr. Newton ; and his 
suit was successful with the King. 
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Sir, 
Your Majesty commanded me to write to you, when 
any fit occasion were oflfered : and now hearing, that 
upon the death of the Archbishop of York, there are 
many suitors for preferment, I have taken the bold- 
ness to be a suitor also for my master. Not because 
I doubt that your Majesty is mindful of your pro- 
mise made at Hampton-Court, that if he would stay 
so long as till the Archbishop were dead, he should 
have the Deanry of Durham, but to shew the desire I 
have, to do good to my master. I have learned, among 
other good lessons, this out of Pibrac : 

'^ Tu ne scaurois d'assez ample salaire 
Recompenser celui, qui t'a soi^e 
En ton Enfance ; et qui t'a enseigne 
A bien parler^ et sur tout a bien faire.*' 

And I know perfectly, that my master's hope these 
two years past hath rested altogether upon the ex- 
pectation of this Deanry. And so hoping, that your 
Majesty will both accept of my humble suit and ex- 
cuse my boldness, I kiss your Majesty's hands. 
Your Majesty's most dutiful and obedient Son, 

Henry. 
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If it be a sin to covet honour, 
I am the most offending soul alive. Shakspeare. 



NOBLE and active minds are ever looking up : 
they set high examples before them, and make 
all their eflFbrts tend to reach the excellence of their 
model. Sloth and Folly only, rest in an indolent and 
silly self-satisfaction. 
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THE DAUPHIN, SON OF LOUIS THE SIXTEENTH. 

THE book that first roused in the Dauphin, of 
whom I have before spoken, the desire to be able 
to read by himself, was the life of the amiable and pro- 
mising little Duke of Burgundy, who died at the age of 
nine years, from the efltects of a fall. He was of the same 
family as the Dauphin, equally well brought up, fiill 
of talent and good sense, and the beautiful traits re- 
corded of this young prince were not only felt and 
understood by his little nephew, but he had him con- 
stantly before his eyes, as an object of imitation. He 
enquired where his portrait was, and a miniature pic- 
ture of him was presented to him, very well painted, upon 
a Bonbonniere : he kissed it several times ; then look- 
ing upon it with a sort of astonishment, he said very 
seriously : " How did my little uncle manage, to be 
so clever, and so good?" 

The Dauphin, once expressed a wish to see the shield 
of Scipio, which is in the Royal Library ; and his 
preceptor asking him which he preferred, Scipio or 
Hannibal, he answered without hesitation, that he 
most admired him, who had defended his own country. 
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One day the little Dauphin went to pay his respects 
to the Queen, dressed in the costume of one of the 
preux chevaliers of the olden time : the Princess asked 
him, under what name he would choose to be an- 
nounced. " Under that of Bayard," said he eagerly. 
" And why do you prefer Bayard ? " " Because^ I also 
would wish to be, Le Chevalier sans peur et sans re- 
proche'' 



CHARLES THE TWELFTH OF SWEDEN. 

CHARLES the Twelfth of Sweden wa«, in his 
childhood, extremely obstinate : the only way to 
make him tractable was to raise his emulation ; Glory 
was a word that had always power over him. He 
had a great aversion to Latin, but as soon as he was 
told that the King of Poland and the King of Den- 
mark understood it, he applied himself to learn it, and 
succeeded so well, as to be able to converse in that 
language for the remainder of his life. 

As soon as the above-mentioned Prince had acquired 
some knowledge of Latin, Quintus Curtius was given 
him to translate, and he imbibed a great fondness for 
this author. His preceptor having asked him what he 
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thought of Alexander, *' I think," replied he, " that I 
would like to resemble him." " But," said the precep- 
tor, ** he lived but thirty-two years." " Ah," replied 
the prince, " and is that not long enough, when one has 
conquered kingdoms ? " These remarks were repeated 
to the king, his father, who said, " This child will go 
beyond me, and will perhaps surpass the great 
Gustavus." 



WWt^h^W^^^WS^W^MA^ 



KANG HI, EMPEROR OF CHINA. 

WHEN Cham-Chi, Emperor of China, was on his 
death-bed, he assembled his children together, 
in order to fix upon one of them as his successor upon 
the throne. On asking his eldest son, if he should 
like to be emperor, he replied that he did not feel 
himself equal to undertake the cares of government : 
the second son gave a similar answer. But when he 
put the question to Kang-Hi, his youngest son, who 
was not then quite seven years old, he replied, " Give 
me the empire to govern, and you shall see how I will 
acquit myself." The emperor was pleased at this 
spirited reply, and appointed Kang-Hi as his suc- 
cessor. 
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ALEXANDER, THE GREAT. 

THE great Alexander, when a child, excelled all 
his companions in running. Wherefore one 
demanded of him if he would run at the great game 
of Olympus, whereto, out of all parts of Greece, came 
the most active and yaliant persons, to essay mastery. 
Whereunto Alexander answered in this form : " I 
would very gladly run there, if I were sure to run 
with kings : for if I should contend with a private 
person, having respect to both our estates, our victories 
would not be equal." 



THE EMBRYO HISTORIAN. 

THUCYDIDES, while yet a boy, was taken by 
his father to the Olympic Games, where he 
heard Herodotus recite his history. As he listened, 
feelings and powers of which he was before uncon- 
scious, stirred within him, and tears of emotion stole 
down his cheeks. " The Father of History" observing 
how much the boy was moved, congratulated the parent 
upon having a child of so much promise, and recom- 
mended him to spare no pains in his education. His 
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anticipations proved just, for Thucydides became the 
only Greek historian, who can compete with Hero- 
dotus, 



CYRUS THE ELDER. 

WHEN Mandane, the mother of Cyrus, was pre- 
paring to return home to her husband, Asty- 
ages desired her to leave Cyrus with him, and when 
she put it to his choice whether he would go or stay, 
he (Ud not at all hesitate, but said that he would stay* 
And being asked by his mother the reason why, he 
made answer : '^ Because, mother, at home, both at the 
bow and javelin, I am superior to all of equal age 
with me, and am so reckoned ; but here, I well know 
that in horsemanship I am their inferior; and be it 
known to you, mother, this grieves me very much. 
But if you leave me here, and I learn to be a horse- 
man, then I reckon that when I am in Persia, I shall 
easily master them there, who are so good at all exer- 
cises on foot; and when I come among the Medes, I 
shall endeavour to be an assistant and a support to my 
grandfather, making myself the most skilfiil amongst 
those who excel in horsemanship." 

Therefore Cyrus remained at the court of Astyages, 
and in all the exercises, that he and his equals in age 
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used in emulation of each other, he did not challenge 
his companions to those in which he knew himself 
superior; but such as he well knew himself to be 
inferior in, those he set on foot; declaring that he 
would do them better than they. Accordingly, he 
would begin vaulting the horse, throwing the javelin, 
or shooting with the bow on horseback, while he was 
yet scarce well able to sit on a horse, and when he 
was outdone, he was the first to laugh at himself. And 
as, upon the account of being baffled, he did not fly 
ofi^, and meddle no more with the things he was so 
baffled in, but continued repeating his endeavours to 
do better, he presently became equal to his companions 
in horsemanship, and by his love of the work, quickly 
left them behind. 
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If the mind with clear conceptions glow, 
The willing words in just expressions flow. 



CHILDREN of high birth having constant inter- 
course with persons of cultivated mind and ele- 
gant manners, often acquire a power, of expressing 
themselves with much beauty, and of giving a striking 
turn to very simple ideas. Such a facility is not, per- 
haps, to be taught, but as the slightest words of Princes 
are remembered and repeated, they would do well to 
habituate themselves from childhood, to express them- 
selves with conciseness, and in correct and elegant 
language. 
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THE DAUPHIN, SON OF LOUIS THE SIXTEENTH, 

ON the birthday of Maxie Antoinette, the king ex- 
pressed a wish, that the Dauphin would present 
her with a bouquet, accompanied with a compliment 
of his own composing. " Papa," said the prince, " I 
have a beautiful evergreen in my garden : I will pre- 
sent it to her and say. My dear mamma, may you re- 
semble this flower." 

One day, perceiving that he had mingled some 
marigolds in a bouquet that he intended for the 
queen, he hastily plucked them out, saying, " Maman 
a deja assez de soucis." 

He was one day very inattentive at his studies, and 
even began to whistle, with his book in his hand. 
His preceptor reprimanded him, and the queen en- 
tering at the moment, also expressed her displeasure. 
" Maman," said the little prince, " j'ai si mal lu, que 
je me suis siffle moimeme." 

Taking the air one day, in the gardens of the 
Tuileries, he saw a flight of swallows, and follow- 
ing them with his eyes, walking all the time, he 
struck his foot against the root of a tree, and fell upon 
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his two hands. Getting up quickly, he anticipated 
the remonstrance of his governor, by saying, laughing, 
" I am like the astrologer in the fable^ who was so in- 
tent upon reading the stars, that he did not look before 
him, and fell into a well," 

Th£R£ having been some intermission in the lessons 
which the Dauphin received from the Abbe Davaux, 
owing to the unfortunate journey to Varennes, the 
abbe, when resuming his duties, began his lesson in 
grammar by saying: "I recoUect that your Royal 
Highness's last lesson was upon the three degrees of 
comparison, the positive, the comparative, and the 
superlative, but no doubt you have forgotten it." " You 
are quite mistaken," replied the Prince, " and I will 
prove it to you. The positive is when I say, My abbe 
is a good abbe ; the comparative, when I say, My abbe 
is better than another abbe : the superlative," con- 
tinued he, looking at the queen, "is when I say. Mamma 
is the best and tenderest of mammas." The queen 
took him in her arms, and embraced him with tears. 

On the memorable 20th of June, 1792, the frantic, 
revolutionary mob penetrated even into the interior 
of the Tuileries, placing in imminent danger the king 
and the royal family. On the following day, hearing 
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the drum again beat to arms, the Dauphin, throwing 
himself into the arms of the queen, said, ^^ Mamma^ is 
yesterday not finished ?" 



LOUIS PHILIPPE, KING OF THE FRENCH. 

WHILE Mad. de Genlis was travelling with her 
pupils, among other fetes that were given for 
the amusement of the young princes, was a very in- 
genious and magnificent military one, in which were 
the attack, defence, and blowing up of a pretended 
fort, on the summit of a hill. After the destruction 
of the fort, the officer who commanded the assailants, 
came and presented his victorious sword to the Duke 
de Chartres: the Duke returned it to him, saying, 
" It is in too good hands, for me to think of receiving 
it." This obliging expression was the more admired, 
as it could not have been suggested to him. 



THE DUKE DE MONTPENSIER, BROTHER OF 
LOUIS PHILIPPE, KING OF THE FRENCH. 

MAD. de Genlis says of her pupil, the Duke de 
Montpensier : " He was of a reserved disposition, J 
but had a sensible and generous soul, and there was a ' 
natural elegance about him, with a something formed 
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in his ideas, that is rarely seen in childhood. I will 
give an instance of it. When I took the princes to a 
first representation of a play, each wrote out a short 
account of it, which was read to me the following day. 
Upon one of these occasions, one of my pupils, reading 
his extract, and speaking of two lovers, said that the 
princess declared her love : the Duke de Montpensier 
interrupted him : 'The expression, said he, is not proper ; 
a man declares his love, a woman acknowledges hers. 
There is certainly a delicacy in this distinction, very 
surprising for a child of twelve years old." 



THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, GRANDSON OF 
LOUIS THE FOURTEENTH. 

THE Duke of Burgundy, pupil of Fenelon, was 
walking in the streets of Versailles, during a 
time of great scarcity, and as his benevolent disposition 
was well known, the number of poor who solicited his 
charity, soon exhausted his purse. Having nothing 
more to give, he detached several diamonds from an 
Order he was wearing, and handed them to a gentle- 
man of his suite, saying, " Go and sell them, and so, 
according to the words of the gospel, cause these stones 
to he made bread'' 
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THE DUKE OF MAINR 



AT the time that the fame of the great Conde was 
at its height, and all Paris rang with his victo- 
riesy the Duke of Maine, then quite a child, was one 
day amusing himself very noisily in an apartment, in 
which the general also happened to be : the Conde 
was disturbed, and complained of the noise the Duke 
made. ** I only wish. Sir,'' said the child, " that I 
made as much noise as you do.'' 



HENRY PRINCE OF WALES, SON OF JAMES 
THE FIRST. 

HENRY, Prince of Wales, son of James the Iiist,^ 
haying, when quite a child, cut his finger, one of 
his attendants sacked ont the blood. *^ Now," said 
the Prince, jokingly, " if, which God forbid ! my father, 
myself and the rest of our kindred should fail, you 
might claim the crown, for you have in you tfie blood 
Toydir 

Observing once, as he was travelling, a stack of 
com, it struck him as similar in shape to the top he 
used to play with. "That's a good top," said he. 
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" Why do you not then play with it ?" observed one 
of his attendants, " Do you set it up for me, and I 
will," smartly answered the prince. 



FRANCOIS BEAUCHATEAU. 

THE fame of the infant poet, Beauchateau, having 
reached the ears of Anne of Austria, mother of 
Louis the Fourteenth, she sent for him to court, and 
conversed with him upon many subjects, in French, 
Italian, and Spanish. Surprised at his intelligence 
and acquirements, " How is it," said she, " that you can 
have so much wit and knowledge at your age ?" " Oh," 
replied the young poet, " when we approach the divi- 
nities of the earth, it is natural that we should be in- 
spired." 

Beauchateau had been received by the queen- 
mother without ceremony or parade, and preserved 
all his presence of mind, and freedom of manner ; 
but Cardinal Mazarine invited hin\ to a brilliant 
court party, and awed by the persons, and the magnifi- 
cence that surrounded him, he became timid and silent. 
An amiable and high-bred lady however, wishing to 
encourage him, whispered a few kind words in his ear^ 
and he instantly replied by the following impromptu : 

A A 
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Tant d'edat, j*en conviens, m'a trouble, m'a surpris. 
Je cberche de respiit, plaignez mon sort foneste, 

Puisqu'ici chacun m'a toot pris, 

Comment se peut-il, qu'il m'en reste? 

Another day, when Beauchateau was reproached 
with his love of play, which they told him was im- 
worthy of his superior mind, he laughed, and said : 

Pour les jeux et les vers mon ardeur est egtde, 
Car de mon age enfin je dois subir la loi, 
Et, poete d dix ans, je sens bien que pour moi, 
Le plus beau des sonnets ne vaut pas une balle. 



SIR FRANCIS BACON. 

SIR Francis Bacon, Baron of Verulam, from his 
early childhood displayed a sprightliness and vi- 
gour of intellect beyond the common level. One day 
when Queen Elizabeth asked him how old he was, he 
readily and smartly replied, ** Just two years younger 
than your majesty's happy reign.'' The queen was so 
well pleased with this sprightly compliment from a 
child, that she afterwards frequently amused herself 
with talking to him, and asking him questions, and 
used jokingly to call him, her young Lord Keeper. 
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ACQUIREMENTS. 



Never, before 
Hiis happy child, did I get any thing; 
And, when I am in heaven, I shall desire 
To see what this child does^ and praise my Maker. 

._^ Shakspeare. 



KNOWLEDGE is the most valuable of all posses- 
sions, and the only one of which no outward 
circumstances can deprive us : but it is not the gift of 
nature : talents, even^ do not always ensure it : it is 
the fruit of pains : it is the reward of application ; and 
Childhood is the season of instruction. Then is the 
memory most retentive, the mind most inquisitive ; 
and to Princes, who in after life have weightier duties, 
and more engrossing occupations and cares, than those' 
which fall to the lot of conmion men, an early applicsr 
tion to study is of great moment. 

An early thirst for knowledge has given a presage 



Digitized by 



Google 



180 LOVE OF KNOWLEDGE AND 

of future greatness in many of our celebrated men, and 
we have very wonderful accounts of the acquirements 
of some illustrious children at an early age. 




CHILDHOOD OF ALFRED THE GREAT. 

ALFRED the Great gave very early marks of 
those great virtues and shining talents, by which, 
during the most difficult times, he saved his country 
from utter ruin and subversion. At a very early age, 
he accompanied an embassy to Rome, and a report 
having been spread, during his stay there, of his father, 
Ethelwolfs death, Pope Leo the Third, gave him the 
royal unction as future king. On his return home, he 
became more and more the object of his father's aflfec- 
tions, but so injudicious was the fond indulgence of 
this weak prince, that he suffered a youth of so great 
promise, to spend his whole time in amusement, neg- 
lecting his education entirely, and, it is said, that Al- 
fred attained his twelfth year before he was even able 
to read. 
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About this time, he was present during the recital 
of some Saxon poems, in which the queen, his mother, 
took great delight : he listened with astonishment and 
admiration, and the powers of his mind at once re- 
ceived the necessary stimulus : this species of erudi* 
tion, which is sometimes able to make a considerable 
progress even among barbarians, awakened those noble 
and elevated sentiments which he had received from 
nature. He longed to read these compositions, and 
he felt that he too, could be a poet, and a hero* En- 
couraged and assisted by the queen, he soon learned 
to read his own tongue, and proceeded thence to ac- 
quire a knowledge of the Latin language, in which he 
met with authors that better prompted his heroic spirit, 
and directed his patriotic views. 



EDWARD THE SIXTH. 



Thou blessed thing t 
Jove knows, what man thou mightst have made, but ah I 
Thou dy'dst, a most rare boy. Shakspeare. 



EDWARD the Sixth became king when still a 
child, and had already the qualities of a great 
king. He lived too short a time to bring them to 
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perfection, but the blossoms of his youth were worth 
the fruits of many a more advanced age. The learned 
Cardan wrote the character of Edward the Sixth, in 
Italy, where nothing could be got or expected by flat- 
tering him. He says, ** All the graces were in him : he 
had many tongues when he was but a child : together 
with the English, he had both Latin and French, nor 
was he ignorant of the Greek, Italian, and Spanish. 
The sweetness of his temper was such as became a 
mortal, his gravity becoming the majesty of a king, 
and his disposition suitable to his high degree. When 
the authority of a king was needful, he carried him- 
self like an old man, and yet he was always a&ble 
and gentle, as became his age. 

When he ascended the throne, he relaxed not in 
his studies, but so well regulated his hours, that he 
gave part of the day to the Belles-Lettres, part to 
exercises worthy of a prince, and the remainder of the 
day to affairs of state." 

We have a Latin letter written by Edward the Sixth, 
to his father, at the age of eight years, and it is not 
likely that it was dictated to him by his master, as that 
imperious prince would not be deceived, and if they 
had presented to him as an original, what was only 
copied from the work of others, he would never have 
forgiven the deception. 
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LADY JANE GREY. 

Extract of a Letter from Roger Ascham, Tutor to 
Queen Elizabeth* 

I CAME to Broadgate in Leicestershire, to take 
leave of that noble lady, Jane Grey. Her parents, 
the duke and duchess, with all the household, gentle- 
men and gentlewomen, were hunting in the park. I 
found her in her chamber, reading Phaedon Platonis 
in Greek, and that with as much delight as some gen- 
tlemen would read a merry tale in Boccace. After 
salutation, with some other talk, I asked her why she 
should lose so much pastime in the park? Smiling, 
she answered me ; ** I wis all their sport in the park is 
but a shadow to that pleasure that I find in Plato : 
Alas ! good folk, they never felt what true pleasure 
meant/' 



QUEEN ELIZABETH. 

THE same Mr. Ascham, in a letter to Sir John 
Cheke, speaking of the Princess Elizabeth, says : 
" It can scarce be credited to what degree of skill in 
the Latin and Greek she might arrive, if she shall 
proceed in that course of study wherein she hath begun," 
Li another letter to his friend Sturmius, he tells him : 
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" that he enjoyed at court as agreeable a freedom for 
his studies, as he had ever done in the university ; and 
that he was then reading over with the Princess Eliza- 
beth the orationa of ^Eschines and Demosthenes in 
Greek ; and that she understood at first sight, not only 
the force and propriety of the language, and the mean- 
ing of the orator, but the whole scheme of the cause, 
and the laws, customs, and manners of the Athenians.'* 



SIR PHILIP SYDNEY- 



The spirit of a youth, 
That means to be of note, begins betimes. Shakspeare. 



FULKE Greville, Lord Brook, says of Sir PhiUp 
Sydney, ** Though I lived with him, and knew 
him from a child, yet I never knew him other than a 
man : with such staidness of mind, lovely and familiar 
gravity, as carried grace and reverence above greater 
years. His talk ever of knowledge, and his very play 
tending to enrich his mind : so as even his teachers 
found something in him to observe and learn, above 
that which they had usually read or taught." 
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THE ADMIRABLE CRICHTON, 

OF the many examples of precocious and versatile 
talent that are recorded in history, that of James 
Crichton, commonly called The Admirable Crichton, is 
the most extraordinary. His father was lord advocate 
of Scotland, his mother was of the royal family of 
Stewart, and he is said to have received lessons from 
the celebrated George Buchanan, preceptor of James 
the First. By the time he reached his twentieth year, 
he was master of ten languages^ and had gone through 
the whole circle of the sciences, nor was his fame con- 
fined to mere literary accomplishments. He was dis- 
tinguished by his uncommon strength, and agiUty in 
athletic exercises : in fencing, he could spring at one 
bound the length of twenty feet on his antagonist, and 
could use the sword in either hand with equal skill. 
He possessed also a very fine voice, and played well on 
several musical instruments : to these various accom- 
plishments were added the advantages of a handsome 
person, and elegant address. 

Thus highly cultivated and accomplished, Crichton 
set out upon his travels, and on his arrival at Paris, 
publicly set up, as was the custom in those days, a 
challenge on the college gate, in which he invited all 
the learned men of the university to dispute with him 

B B 



Digitized by 



Google 



186 LOVE OF KNOWLEDGE AND 

on a certain day, giving his opponents the choice of 
ten languages, and of all the sciences. 

On the day appointed, he appeared in presence (rf 
three thousand persons, whom curiosity had drawn to 
the college to witness this singular phenomenon ; and 
there, after a disputation of nine hours against fifty- 
four of the most learned men of the university, h^ 
silenced his antagonists, and was presented with ^ 
diamond, and a purse of gold, amidst the loudest ac(^ 
mations. The next day, he attended a tilting match, 
where, in the presence of the court of France, he bore 
away the prize on his lance, fifteen times successively. 

At Rome, at Venice, at Padua, at Mantua, the same 
success attended him : he foiled always the most cele- 
brated professors, whether in arms, or in science, or 
in literature : but at length he fell a victim to the envy 
which his great powers excited, being assassinated at 
Mantua, in the twenty-third year of his age. 



THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, GRANDSON OF 
LOUIS THE FOURTEENTH. 

WHEN the Duke of Burgundy was committed to 
the tuition of the celebrated Fenelon, he had 
hitherto displayed all the symptoms of a perverse na- 
ture : invincible obstinacy, a revolting pride, and the 
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most violent passions, joined however with a great 
capacity for acquiring all kinds of knowledge. By 
various means happily combined, by gentleness and un- 
remitting attention, the preceptor succeeded in gradu- 
ailly breaking the violent character of his pupil, and 
in rendering him equally eminent for worth and for 
learning. We are told that at the age of ten, the 
prince wrote Latin with elegance, and translated the 
most difficult authors with a facility that surprised the 
best judges* He was perfectly master of Virgil, Ho- 
race, and the Metamorphoses of Ovid, and was sensible 
of the beauty of Cicero's Orations. At eleven, he read 
Livy throughout, and began a translation of Tacitus, 
which he afterwards finished* The Abbe Henry, in 
attesting these facts, says that his mind was of the first 
order, and that he was not contented with superficial 
knowledge, but sought to penetrate to the bottom of 
every thing. At the age of fourteen, his mind was 
stored with excellent principles in religion and morals, 
with all that most enchants in mythology, and which 
supplies the principal subjects for poetry and the fine 
arts ; and with all the leading facts of ancient and 
modem history. It would not have been easy to find 
in the whole kingdom, a man better informed than the 
prince. 
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POPE. 

OUR great poet, Pope, appears to have been very 
unfortunate in his early teachers, and to have 
been so well aware of the little advantage he derived 
from external help, that he resolved to direct himself 
and at the age of twelve formed a plan of study, which 
he completed with little other incitement than the de- 
sire of excellence. 

His primary and principal purpose was to be a poet, 
with which his father accidentally concurred, by pro- 
posing subjects, and obliging him to correct his perfor- 
mances by many revisals ; after which the old gentle- 
man, when he was satisfied, would say, ^^ These are 
good rhymes." 

Pope himself tells us, that he ^4isp'd in numbers," and 
he used to say, that he could not remember the time 
when he began to make verses : the earliest of his 
poems, however, that is come down to us, is his Ode 
on Solitude, written before he was twelve. 

In his perusal of the English poets, he soon distin- 
guished the versification of Dryden^ which he consi- 
dered the model to be studied, and he was impressed 
with such veneration for his instructor, that he per«* 
suaded some friends to take him to the coffee-house 
which Dryden frequented, and pleased himself with 
having seen him* 
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Dryden died May Ist, 1701, some days before Pope 
was twelve, so early must he therefore have felt the 
power of harmony, and the zeal of genius. Who does 
not wish that Dryden could have known the value of 
the homage that was paid him, and foreseen the great- 
ness of his young admirer ! 



METASTASIO. 



THE Italian poet, Metastasio, discovered an extra- 
ordinary predilection for literature, and for poetry 
in particular, at a very early age, and would make 
verses extempore on any given subject, before he was 
ten years old. This singular talent he was in the 
habit of exercising after school-hours in front of his 
father's shop, where great crowds used to assemble in 
an evening to hear him sing all'improvviso, admiring 
not only the harmony of his numbers, but the melody 
of his voice. 

The learned civilian Gravina, passing accidentally 
that way, was struck with the sweetness of the child's 
voice, and still more with his verses, and his admira- 
tion was increased by the graceful compliments, which 
he took the opportunity of addressing to himself. When 
the youthful poet had concluded, Gravina called him, 
and with many encomiums and caresses, offered him a 
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piece of money, which the boy politely refused. He 
then enquired into his situation and employment ; and 
being struck with the intelligence of his replies, pro- 
posed to his parents to educate him as his own child. 
The parents consented, and under such patronage^ 
Metastasio's education was advanced^ and his genius 
expanded, so that at the age of fourteen, he produced 
his tragedy of Giustino. 



SIR WILLIAM JONES. 

SIR William Jones, while yet in infancy, was a 
miracle of industry, and showed how strongly he 
was inspired with the love of knowledge. When only 
three or four years of age, if he applied to his mother 
for information upon any subject, her constant answer to 
him was, " Read, and you will know.'* He thus acquired 
a passion for books^ which grew with his increasing 
years. At the close of his seventh year he was placed 
at Harrow, and unlike the majority of boys at public 
schools, young Jones devoted his whole mind to his 
studies, his voluntary exertions always exceeding his 
prescribed task. Such was his activity at school, that 
one of his masters said of him, ** If he were left naked 
and friendless on Salisbury Plain, he would, neverthe- 
less, find the road to fame and riches." 
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MAD. DE STAEL. 

AD. De Sta'el, when quite a child, was the con- 
stant companion of her father, M. Necker, and 
was much noticed by the clever men who visited him, 
particularly by the Abbe Raynal, who would converse 
with her as if she had been five and twenty. 

When her father had a party of friends, she was 
always very attentive to their conversation : she ut- 
tered not a word, yet she seemed as if speaking in her 
turn, all her flexible features displayed so much ex- 
pression. Her eyes followed the looks and motions of 
those who spoke, and you would have said, she seized 
their ideas before she heard them. 



CHILDHOOD OF SIR WALTER SCOTT. 



Oh, *tis a parlous boy, 
Bold, quick, ingenious, forward, capable. Shakspear£. 

Extract of a Letter from Mrs. Cockbum, giving some account 
of Sir Walter Scott in his early Childhood. 

'* T LAST night supped at Mr, Walter Scott's. He has 

A the most extraordinary genius of a boy I ever 

saw. He was reading a poem to his mother when I 

went in. I made him read on ; it was the description 
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of a shipwreck. His passion rose with the storm. He 
lifted his eyes and hands. ^^ There's the mast gone^" 
says he; ^^ crash it goeis ! — they will all perish !" After 
his agitation, he turns to me. ^' That is too melan- 
choly," says he ; "I had better read you something 
more amusing." I preferred a little chat, and asked 
his opinion of Milton^ and other books he was reading, 
which he gave me wonderfully. One of his observa^ 
tions was, *^ How strange it is that Adam, just new 
come into the world, should know every thing — that 
must be the poet's fancy," says he. But when he was 
told, he was created perfect by God, he instantly 
yielded. When taken to bed last night, he told his 
aunt he liked that lady. ^*What lady?" says she. 
" Why, Mrs. Cockbum : for I think she is a virtuosoj 
like myself." '* Dear Walter," says aunt Jenny, 
" what is a virtuoso ?" ** Don't ye know ? Why it's one 
who wishes to know, and will know every thing." — 
Now, sir, you will think this is a very silly story. 
Pray what age do you suppose this boy to be ? Name 
it now, before I tell you. Why, twelve or fourteen. 
No such thing ; he is not quite six years old. 

Extract from Sir Walter Scott's Auto-Biograp^. 

** George Constable was the first person who told 
me about Falstaff and Hotspur, and other characters 
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in Shakspeare. What idea I annexed to them I know 
noti but I must have annexed some, for I remember 
quite well being interested on the subject. Indeed, 
I rather suspect that children derive impulses of a 
powerful and important kind in hearing things which 
they cannot entirely comprehend ; and therefore, that 
to write down to children's understanding is a mis- 
take; set them on the scent, and let them puzzle it 
oufc To return to George Constable, I knew him 
well at a much later period. He used always to dine 
at my father's house of a Sunday, and was authorised 
to turn the conversation out of the austere and Calvin- 
istic tone, which it usually maintained on that day, 
upon subjects of history or auld langsyne. He remem- 
bered the rebellion of forty-five, and told many excel- 
lent stories, all with a strong dash of a peculiar caustic 
hmnour. These conversations made a strong impres- 
sion upon me." 



AUGUSTUS C^SAR. 

SUETONIUS tells us, that Octavius, at the age of 
twelve years, composed the funeral oration of 
Julia, his maternal grandmother, and recited it with 
great applause before the people. In his thirteenth 
year, this competitor of Demosthenes wrote a treatise 

c c 
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on the art of Speaking : this work, in which he had 
collected the principles of the art of Eloquence, was a 
sununary of the lessons he had received from his mas- 
ters, and therefore not so much a proof of genius, as 
of the attention he had paid to his instructors. 



ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 

ALEXANDER the Great, notwithstanding his vast 
military undertakings, was fond of the sciences, 
and of polite learning. The Iliad he considered a 
portable treasure of military knowledge, and he had a 
copy corrected by Aristotle, which was called the Cas- 
ket Copy : it was so called because he kept it in a rich 
casket that was found among the spoils of Darius. 
" Darius," said Alexander, *' used to keep his oint- 
ments in this casket, but I, who have no time to anoint 
myself, will convert it to a nobler use." One of his 
historians informs us, that while on the march, he used 
to lay this casket under his pillow, with his sword. 



THE END. 
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